APL Digital Report
February 2022

Digital FY 2021-2022
APL Website Visits

FY 21-22 YTD FY 20-21 YTD

Feb 2021

Feb 2022

140,511

117,951

16,436

24,283

APL Website visits from mobile
devices

44,500

31,074

4,352

4,512

Digital Users

13,935

17,065

1,815

2,006

Digital Book Checkouts

47,706

54,724

5,019

5,845

Digital Audio Checkouts

27,176

28,479

3,346

2,556

74,882

83,203

8,365

8,401

Digital Circulation

Digital Circulation Total
Online Resources
ABCmouse.com

(free)

Brainfuse

320

31

22

10

4,417

12,954

1,104

1,865

34

90

2

29

144

406

22

19

3,105

5,649

729

782

221

83

22

13

4,627

4,940

524

691

1,181

1,253

118

126

Pronunciator

743

962

68

65

Reference USA

433

792

37

96

TumbleBooks

192

991

20

11

15,417

28,151

2,668

3,707

Britannica

(CSL Grant funded)

Facts on File
Gale
Mitchell
New York Times

(CSL Grant funded)

Newsbank

Online Resources Total

Digital FY 2021-2022
Wi-Fi Sessions

FY 21-22 YTD FY 20-21 YTD

Feb 2021

Feb 2022

350,239

535,178

50,149

43,820

Wireless printing pages

12,562

1847

1,809

966

Wireless printing users

875

238

122

86

Online Registrations

863

940

103

108

1905

765

223

173

57

32

4

0

Total Adult

1,962

797

227

173

Juvenile Print

3,224

1,302

236

281

10

11

2

4

3,234

1,313

238

285

453

288

34

94

5,649

2,398

499

552

Author Check

11,235

8,508

1,386

751

New Book Alerts

19,542

47,351

2,764

7,421

Email Newsletter (Patron Point)*

35,780

28,997

6,220

4,644

Email Campaign (Patron Point)*

58,939

216,774

5,510

1,534

Online Renewals
Adult Print
Adult Free Media

Juvenile Free Media
Total Juvenile
Total Teen
Online Renewals Total
Digital Marketing

Paid Ads (Social Media)
Impressions

208,881

1,040,209

0

0

Engagement

31,809

307,302

0

0

Organic Impressions

386,438

561,975

34,722

77,029

Engagement

423,422

374,821

29,422

24,223

2,783,774

80,024

155,602

Social Media Presence

Digital Marketing Total

1,176,046

KEY
FY 21-22
Vendor has not shared stats yet
Cannot report due to closure

Paid Ads: Impressions

The number of times your ads were on screen. If an ad is
on screen and someone scrolls down, and then scrolls
back up to the same ad, that counts as 1 impression. If
an ad is on screen for someone 2 different times a day,
that counts as 2 impressions.

Paid Ads: Engagement

The total number of actions that people take involving
your ads. Post engagements can include actions such as
reacting to, commenting on or sharing the ad, claiming
an offer, viewing a photo or video, or clicking on a link.

Social Media: Organic Impressions

This total includes Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
impressions. The number of times your Page's posts
entered a person's screen through unpaid distribution.

Social Media: Engagement

The number of unique people who engaged in certain
ways with your Page post. Engagement is liking, sharing,
commenting, clicking or viewing a video post.

East Anaheim Board Report

March 2022
St. Patrick's Day Crafts
Families visiting the East
Anaheim Branch on
Tuesday, March 15 got
lucky with a chance to
make St. Patrick's Day
crafts! Kids and parents
found their inner
leprechaun as they
worked together to make
rainbows and watercolor
four-leaf clovers.

Tiny Tots
After more than 2 years,
Tiny Tots visits to the East
Anaheim Branch have
resumed! Each of the two
Tiny Tots classes will visit
once a month from the
neighboring East Anaheim
Community Center for a
storytime complete with
songs and movement with
Miss Jennifer!

Anaheim Reads Crafts

East Anaheim Branch
wrapped up our
Anaheim Reads
celebration with a
week of crafts! Each
afternoon, families
could make a dragon
mask or dragon
puppet in celebration
of the Lunar New
Year!

Book Club

STEAM Van

The Underground
Railroad by Colson
Whitehead was
featured at East
Anaheim Library’s
book discussion on
March 8.

The seven people who attended this hybrid
book discussion agreed that the book is not
an easy read due to its detailed description
of cruelties and inhumane treatment of black
slaves in America. Attendees shared
examples of racial discrimination that they
have personally experienced, and discussed
the relevance of the book's themes to
modern day America. Readers were
hopeful that “Black Lives Matter”
demonstrations and similar movements are
indicative of positive change for our country.

The STEAM Van visited the East
Anaheim Branch on March 22 for a Piet
Mondrian-inspired art program!
Participants learned about color and
geometry while creating their own
modern art masterpieces!

Cat in the Hat Celebration
East celebrated Dr. Seuss's
birthday with a belated party on
March 29! Revelers of all ages
crunched popcorn while watching
The Cat In the Hat movie, making
striped hats, playing with balloons
and XL tic-tac-toe boards, then
finally got to meet the Cat in the
Hat himself!! This was our most
popular program since re-opening,
with 67 fun-lovers of all ages
partying it up! Thank you to
Jennifer Cox for planning this
awesome program, and an extra
special thanks to our Cat in the
Hat, Mary Bridgens!

Heritage Services Report
March 2022
HERITAGE SERVICES:
Founders’ Park:

Victorian Open House at Founders’ Park
Over 70 visitors to Founders’ Park
stepped back in time to Anaheim in the
1800s during the Open House event held
on Saturday, March 5th.

Visitors to the Woelke-Stoffel and Mother
Colony Houses experienced life in Anaheim
during the Victorian era, and enjoyed the
performance of Rosemary Kissel, a
professional harpist.
The next Victorian Open House – which is
free to the public – will be held on Saturday,
April 2, 2022 from 9:00am-12:00pm.

Founders’ Park (continued):

Daughters of the American Revolution:
On March 17th, 20 members of the Daughters
of the American Revolution enjoyed tours of
the Mother Colony House, Woelke-Stoffel
House and Carriage House. The tours were
provided by Jane Newell, Nichole Grimes,
Patricia Grimm, and Durandy McConnell,
along with volunteers Cynthia Ward and
Monica Ortez.
The ladies were attending the state DAR
conference and were delighted to explore the
Mother Colony House, which served as the
Club House for the DAR’s Mother Colony
Chapter from 1929 to 1951!
They shared the beautiful brochure below
which was used to promote the tour to their
membership attending the conference.

Happy 165th Birthday, Mother Colony House!
The Mother Colony House was
constructed in 1857 by George
Hansen, the “Father of Anaheim,”
as he prepared the Anaheim wine
making colony for 50 German
immigrant families waiting in San
Francisco. Known as a symbol of
Anaheim's viticulture era, it is the
oldest remaining wood-framed
building and was the first historical
museum in Orange County when it
opened in 1929.

Did you know that the kerosene lamp chandelier in the parlor of
the Mother Colony House originally belonged to Vicenta
Sepulveda de Carrillo? In 1870, Dona Vicenta Carrillo, widow of
Ramon Carrillo, moved to Anaheim with her youngest son and
three daughters, where they lived in the Mother Colony House for
several years. Vicenta’s daughter, Natalia,
married Adolph Rimpau in the house, and
eventually inherited the chandelier. When
the Mother Colony House became a museum
in 1929, Natalia Carrillo Rimpau presented
the chandelier to the museum to be returned to its original place in the house. The
chandelier is solid brass and originally consisted of three coal
oil lamps, but was later converted to electricity.
From the collections of APL’s Heritage Services program: solid brass chandelier in the
Mother Colony House; Portrait of Natalia Carrillo Rimpau.

Did you know that civil engineer and land surveyor, George Hansen, is not only
considered the “Father of Anaheim,” but was the land surveyor for many other
towns in Southern California and served as City Surveyor for Los Angeles in the
1850s and 1860s? Hansen was hired as Superintendent of the Los Angeles
Vineyard Society in 1857, in charge of the initial selection, land survey, and
design of the wine colony which became the town of Anaheim. The Los Angeles
Vineyard Society officially transferred ownership of Original City Lot No. 17
(235 N. Los Angeles Street), where Hansen built the Mother
Colony House, to George Hansen on March 23, 1860. Pictured
is an antique tripod with a plumb bob, just like Hansen would
have used, which would allow the surveying equipment to
remain level and steady for accurate measurements. The transit
on top of the tripod consists of a compass with a level and
telescope, and was used to accurately measure the angle of
change of elevation between two points.
From the collections of APL’s Heritage Services program: Portrait of George
Hansen; Surveyor’s transit and tripod.

HERITAGE SERVICES:

Jane Newell accepted a proclamation “Recognizing the 165th
Anniversary of the Mother Colony House” from the Anaheim
City Council at their meeting on March 15, 2022:
“Good evening Honorable Mayor and City Council Members. The
Mother Colony House which was built in 1857 represents Anaheim’s viticulture period when a colony of
50 German immigrants moved to Anaheim to create a beautiful wine making colony. Pretty much all
that’s left of that is the Mother Colony House. Since the Mother Colony House couldn’t be here to say
thank you for its 165th Anniversary, I dressed up appropriately for it. Also to remind people that we are
open (both the Mother Colony House and the Woelke-Stoffel House next door) on the first Saturday of
each month, free to the public from 9am-12noon. So I hope you all join us and wish the Mother Colony
House a 165th birthday because that doesn’t happen every day!”
Anaheim Heritage Center: Photograph Reproduction
and Publication:
Four images from
the Anaheim
Heritage Center’s
historic photograph
collection were
reproduced in the
recently published
book, A People’s
Guide to Orange
County, by Elaine
Lewinner, Gustavo
Arellano and Thuy
Vo Dang (University
of California Press,
2022).

Heritage Reading Room:
Staff Presentations:
Jane Newell presented her “Outstanding Women of
Anaheim” program to the Ebell Club members at their
luncheon meeting on March 7th.
Window Display:
There is a new window display at the Anaheim Heritage
Center for pedestrians to enjoy during the months of March
and April. In honor of Women’s History Month, eight large
posters, researched and created by Nichole Grimes and
Patricia Grimm, profile women significant in Anaheim’s
history: Frankie Baker, E. Kate Rea, Vicenta Carrillo,
Adela Morales, Elisa Kuelp, Citrus Packers, Postmasters,
and Shopkeepers and Milliners.
February 2022 Statistics:
February 2022 Statistics: There were 14 room tours with
37 visitors, 217 patrons with 402 reference questions and
378 information questions.
Founders Park Virtual Tours: In March 2022 there were the following number of views:
Mother Colony House = 20;
Woelke-Stoffel House = 51;
Carriage House = 3

Historic Preservation – February 2022 Statistics:
 Historic Surveys reviewed: 1
 Historic Preservation reference: 1
Board and Commission Meetings:
The March 17th meeting of the Cultural & Heritage Commission was held at the Downtown Anaheim
Community Center. J.J. Jimenez, Parks, presented on the art piece designed for the new basketball court
under development in Pearson Park. Reports were presented by the Center Gallery, Public Art Program,
Poet Laureate, Culture, and Heritage Sub-committees. The next meeting is scheduled for April 21, 2022 at
the Downtown Anaheim Community Center.
The Anaheim Historical Society board met via ZOOM on March 22, 2022 to finalize the Show & Tell
program to be held on May 7th at Founders’ Park. Future Pearson Park walking tours and a program at the
Anaheim Cemetery were discussed.
MUZEO – Exhibits:

Dialogues with the Sacred: Hyun Ae Kang / Main Gallery / February 19May 15

Joan Flax: Reflections in Glass / Turner Gallery / January 22-March 20,
2022

Cryptopainter: WAGMI//We’re All Going To Make It / Turner Gallery /
January 22-March 20, 2022

Black History Parade & Unity Festival Art Exhibition / Kabel & Studio
Galleries / January 22-March 20, 2022

Central Adult Board Report
March 2022
Virtual Food Preserving Series:
Let's Make Sauerkraut!
Central Library partnered with the UC ANR
Master Food Preservers to present a virtual
workshop on how to make healthy, nutritious,
delicious sauerkraut on Tuesday, March 8 for
18 participants. Participants were surprised
by the easy recipe: only two ingredients
required--salt and cabbage. Thank you to PT
Librarian Lisa Weber for facilitating this
partnership with the UC ANR Master Food
Preservers and hosting this program.

Anaheim Reads 2022
The Author's Journey:
Graphing Novels
& Children's Books
Local teacher and graphic novelist Pete Nguyen along
with Anaheim illustrator and children's book author
Joyce Charity Han presented an interactive workshop
on Friday, March 18, full of constructive steps and
tips to set would-be authors on the path of creating
graphic novels and children's books. This workshop
was funded by the 2022 Anaheim Reads Grant.

Central Adult Board Report
March 2022
Lunchtime Well(ness)essity
Coping With Anxiety
Our virtual Lunchtime Wellness series
continued with a timely workshop on
Coping With Anxiety on Monday, March
21 at noon. Ten participants learned
ways to reduce fear and worry about
social situations and how to improve
speaking skills in-person and online.
Thank you to PT Librarian Lisa Weber for
facilitating this partnership with
OCAPICA.

Adult Book Club

Central Library's Adult Book Club met on
Thursday 3/10 to discuss The Best We Could
Do by Thi Bui. The five members attending
found the book to be a highly valuable read.
Most of the attendees shared that they would
not have picked up the book themselves due to
the graphic novel format; however, once they
started reading, they very quickly became
captivated by the high quality artwork, beautiful
language, and engaging and emotional story.
The depth of the memoir led to a fascinating
and wide-ranging discussion. Everyone was
very glad to have read this book. Thank you to
PT Librarian Barbie McConnell for hosting!

Central Adult Board Report
March 2022
3D Printer Pens
On Tuesday the 22nd of March, fourteen
mostly-brand-new patrons gathered in the
3D Printer Pens Series class and
experienced the joy and creative fun in
using 3D printer pens. Thank you to PT
Library Technician Emiliano Saxe for
hosting this popular program!

Paint & Design 3D Dragons
Dragons are prominent, symbolic creatures in Vietnamese
culture, folklore, and mythology. On Wednesday March
2nd, PT Technician Emilano Saxe hosted this Anaheim
Reads 2022 program for eight attendees. Everyone was
super excited to paint, hear stories about Vietnamese
folktales and to be able to take home their very own
personalized dragon.

Digital Painting Workshop: The Lotus Flower &
Optimism for the Future
On Monday, March 7th, Anaheim Central Library turned
into an art studio as Library Clerk, Matthew Worden and
Library Technician, Erin Watts taught attendees how to
create digital art! Three attendees learned how to
digitally paint a lotus flower (Vietnam's national flower)
on a tablet using a painting app called Sketchbook.
Following the program, patrons were given the
opportunity to have their artwork printed. Attendees had
a great time learning how to create a digital painting
while using innovative technology! This was an Anaheim
Reads 2022 program.

Central Adult Board Report
March 2022
Knights of the Square Table
Chess Club
On Tuesday March 15th, fifteen
members of the "Knights of the
Square Table Chess Club" met and
played chess against each other. One
of the younger chess players came to
this class wearing the exact same
chess t-shirt that program host PT
Technician Emiliano Saxe was
wearing, so the chess phenomenon is
spreading!

Painting With Thread
On Friday, March 18, 2022, PT Librarian Barbie McConnell
presented a program titled "Painting with Thread:
Vietnamese Thread Painting Embroidery" as part of our
Anaheim Reads 2022. Vietnam's thread painting
embroidery tradition extends back hundreds of years. This
type of embroidery uses simple stitches to create detailed
and intricately shaded designs that look like they have
been painted. Using a lotus flower design and providing
pictures of lotus flowers for inspiration, Barbie taught the
techniques for this art form, encouraging each attendee to
work the details of the flower to fit his or her own
aesthetic. Each attendee received a kit with all the
materials needed to complete the lotus embroidery he or
she started during the program. In addition to the hand's
on workshop, Barbie shared pictures of professional
Vietnamese thread painting embroidery pieces and timelapse videos of thread painting embroidery in progress to
highlight the amazing work of the artisans who work in
this format.

Central Teen Board Report
March 2022
Weekly Programs: Game Day & So Sick
Game Day and Sew Sick are attended
regularly by at least two to six different
patrons. These programs occur Thursdays
and Fridays, and are assisted by our
regular volunteer Kevin Nguyen. During
Game Day, the teens enjoy playing Mario
Kart and Super Smash Brothers. Sew
Sick, held on Thursdays, has garnered
new interest each week from various
patrons, as teens discover their desire to
learn sewing skills. Teens have mainly
been interested in making pillows this
month. Sew Sick continues to receive
assistance from an attending patron Rosie
who has past experience teaching sewing
classes.

Women's History Month:
Cross-Stitching Embroidery
Teens and Adults practiced basic crossstitching this month with quotes from their
favorite women throughout history. Patrons
were given all the embroidery supplies
needed and had an assortment of example
quotes and canvas and thread colors to
choose from. A total of four patrons attended
this embroidery program. Thank you to Teen
Librarian Monica Sanchez for creating and
hosting this timely program.

Central Library
Children's Room
March 2022
Great Stories Under
the Rainbow
For Monday, March 14th's,
Bilingual Storytime, Ms. Kimi
and Ms. Angel presented a
storytime on rainbows to
celebrate the approaching St.
Patrick's Day holiday.
Approximately 25 children and
their parents shimmied and
shook while they learned about
rainbows and how to say the
names of colors in Spanish.

After stories, movement, and music,
children could make their own
rainbows using pipe cleaners, fruity
cereal Os, and marshmallows. Of
course, these were quite a hit!

Central Library
Children's Room
March 2022
Early Learning Programs are a hit
Attendance at our Early Learning Programs
like Preschool Story Time and Stay & Play
increased during the month of March. With
nicer Spring weather, we have been able to
offer programming in- and outdoors.

While Story Time provides a structured, 20-30
minute session of active reading, movement, and
song, Stay & Play allows families to drop in on
Friday mornings to use a variety of age appropriate,
educational toys. It also allows parents and children
to socialize with one another- an element that many
parents have told us excites them as we emerge
from the Pandemic. The Children's Room is pleased
that we can support these families.

Ant in our pants
New to the Children's Room is an
Ant Farm! Thanks to continued
support from the Friends of the
Anaheim Library, children are
learning about these hardworking
insects. They are a fun, new,
interactive feature that engages all
family members- especially dads!

Mobile Library Services
Anaheim Public Library

Board Report
March 2022

prepared by:
Katrina Ford
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Spring into STEAM

30+

523

hands-on STEAM
activities were
offered

523 patrons visited the
Spring into STEAM event!

19

partners came
together to help
make this event
successful

Spring into STEAM
On Saturday, March 26th, STEAM Adventures hosted its final special
event. This event the capstone celebration for the Shared Vision Grant
which ends March 31st. Spring into STEAM event had 523 patrons
attend from 11 AM – 2 PM at the Central Library. More than 30 different
hands-on science, technology, engineering, the arts, and math
activities were available. We had many partner groups on site hosting
hands-on STEAM including:
• Oak Canyon Nature Center
• Neighborhood Services
• Anaheim Ducks S.C.O.R.E.
• Republic Services
• Inside the Outdoors (Public Utilities)
• State of California Parks Department
• STEMUp4Youth
• Anaheim Police Department
• Bolsa Chica Conservancy
• Anaheim Fire and Rescue
• Anaheim Used Oil Department
• Anaheim RACES
• Anaheim CERT
• NASA Solar System Ambassador and JPL
• Anaheim Ballet
• Searchers
• OC Animal Care
• OC Animal Care – Katy Cares program
• 501st Rebel Alliance
In addition to these, the library hosted 15 different hands-on STEAM
stations from a rock art wall to Cricut Makerspace! Children and
families enjoyed visiting the booth. For children that visited at least 10
stations, they were able to claim their own backpack filled with
STEAM activities. These backpacks, materials, and included activities
within, were donated by Kaboom!, Abbvie, Anaheim Home Depot
#6647, Anaheim Ducks S.C.O.R.E., and Child Creativity Lab. A special
thank you to the Kiwanis Club of greater Anaheim, the Anaheim
Public Library Foundation, Friends of the Anaheim Public Library, and
the California State Library for sponsoring the hands-on STEAM
activities for this event. A shout out to all of the wonderful staff that
worked that day and help prepped for the event!

Spring into STEAM
Highlights

Can you find the
Leprechaun?
Where could
he be?

Built off the success of the Winter
Reading Scavenger and back by popular
demand of our young patrons, the
Mobile Library hosted a St. Patrick Day
Scavenger Hunt Bingo! More than 100
children participated in this program.
Young patrons were so enthusiastic
about this passive program that they
even brought their friends on board to
participate! Children are already asking
when the next scavenger hunt will be
offered!

3D Dragon Art
The Big Read

Patron's
dragons
The STEAM Adventures'
STEAM Team visited the
Canyon Hills Library earlier this
month and hosted a 3D printed
dragon coloring workshop.
Patrons enjoyed decorating
their own 3D printed dragons,
building their own Star Wars
droid, and experimenting with
3D pens! Both parents and
children participated in this
event.

The State
Library Visits
The State Library spent the day with
the STEAM Adventures' Exploration
on Wheels (aka the STEAM Van) on
Tuesday, March 15th. On their journey,
they interviewed staff and residents
about the importance and impact of
the STEAM Adventures program. They
also filmed! The film and interviews
will be edited down and shared in the
form of a final video that captures the
impact of the STEAM Adventures
program and specifically the
California State Library's Shared
Vision Grant.

A Final Farewell

Dear Readers,
It has been a pleasure to be at APL for the last 8 years. My journey at
APL started as a PT Library Clerk at the Canyon Hills Library before
joining the Mobile Library Services Team in December 2014. During my
time at APL, I have been blessed to work with a variety of amazing
people. I have done and dreamed of more than I could have imagined
with working with Mental Health First Aid, bringing a new Mobile
Library on board, starting the STEAM Adventures program and leading
the STEAM Team, and completing many great grants and projects.
With the closing of this final article, I will bid you ado and sign off.
With all my love for the Anaheim Community,
Katrina Ford
Senior Librarian

OPERATION SERVICES PROGRESS REPORT
March 2022

Collection Support
Collection Support regularly compiles and analyzes the number of requests placed on titles in the
collection to ensure that we have enough copies of popular titles to fill requests quickly. Here are the 5
titles that currently have the most requests:

23 requests

18 requests

18 Requests

17 requests

16 requests

Collection Support provides a variety of services to help implement APL’s collection development. Here
are the totals of some of those services in February 2022:
 Received 1366 new shelf-ready books
 Added 257 new books
 Cataloged or re-cataloged 194 bibliographic records
 Received 32 new media items
 Processed 451 new items
 Repaired or re-processed 216 items
Collection Fact of the Month
Anaheim Public Library currently has 264,444 unique titles spanning books, music, movies, and video
games. These titles are discoverable by patrons in the library catalog by bibliographic records (also
known as MARC records) which display metadata such as the title, author, subjects, etc. Collection
Support maintains the integrity of these bibliographic records to ensure that patrons can continue to
locate the titles they are interested in.

Automation:
In March, the Automation Team assisted with multiple programs, helped set up new online services,
and resolved a variety of technology issues throughout the system. Don Hilliard filled in as host of the

Operation Services Progress Report
March 2022
Page 2

Central Library’s monthly Open Mic Night, while Alan and Nick provided technology set up assistance
for Digital Arts Workshops at several branches and a special Saturday STEAM event. Automation Team
worked with Communications in providing online resource information for the new APL website and
setting up a new “smart” QR code service that facilitates targeted marketing of library programs and
services. We corrected several mistakes in the online catalog, which is relied on by the public for
identifying and requesting library material, and we added an option for Ponderosa patrons to limit
search results to see only items at that branch. At East, the Team set up a new scanning device
allowing the public to create electronic copies of print documents, replacing failing
equipment. Automation worked with vendor support to fix issues affecting the self-checkout machines
at Canyon, Central and Haskett, ensuring continued availability of this convenient option for visitors
who borrow library materials.

Marketing & Publicity
Patron Point Email Marketing – Monthly Newsletter, Engagement, Patron Anniversary, Welcome,
Project Development: Anaheim STEAM Fair, Summer Reading Prep, Foundation Authors Luncheon,
Community Activity Guide Magazine, Tu Comunidad Magazine
Production: Virtual Program Support
ACTV: Anaheim Reads, Staff Picks
Outreach & Partnerships
AWC: Social Media Templates and Ads publicizing Career Resources and Services
Social Media
Stats: Social Media for March
Campaigns: Anaheim STEAM Fair, Staff Picks, Prep: National Library Week, Foster Care Awareness
Month, Luncheon, Newsletter Sign-up
Collection Promotion: Batman Comic Collection (movie release), Pi Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Oscar
Nominees, STEAM kits, Staff Picks,
Webpage
New Website Launch
Project Development: Book to Action webpage

Marc h
2022

Ci t y O f A n a h e i m

Haskett Branch and Ponderosa
Joint-Use Library Report
Library staff continue to adapt and develop creative approaches to meet our
communities’ needs, stay connected, and remain a welcoming place where patrons
of all ages can explore and participate in interactive and engaging programs.

During March, staff presented over twenty diverse and engaging programs for
participants of all ages.

With the support of Grandma's House of Hope/Nana's
Kidz Program, Haskett Branch and Ponderosa Library
held FREE Children’s Food Distributions.
receive a free bag of "kid friendly" food bag.

Childr en

On behalf of children and their

families, we thank Grandma's House of Hope/Nana's Kidz Program for helping
to make a difference in our communities. During March, 300 food bags were
distributed (225 bags at Haskett & 75 bags at Ponderosa). This month, Haskett
received cases of potato chips to distribute to children and their families—children
were delighted for the extra yummy snack.

1
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Haskett Branch and Ponderosa
Joint-Use Library Report
As part of Anaheim Reads 2022 Program, Haskett & Ponderosa hosted a number
of programs: Vietnamese themed Story Times, Digital Art Workshop, Chinese
Lanterns & Vietnamese Dragon Puppet crafts.

Children and their families

enjoyed learning about Vietnamese culture while using their creativity.

PT Library Clerk, Matthew Worden, leading digital art workshops at
Ponderosa & Haskett. In this IPad painting workshop for artist of all ages,
Matthew focused on teaching participants how to use different paint brushes, design technique, and painting app. Attendees printed their artwork and
emailed a digital copy to themselves.

2
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Haskett Branch and Ponderosa
Joint-Use Library Report
On March 16, Librarian Barbie McConnell led the Haskett Adult
Book Club. She had a lively discussion of T he L anguage of
Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh. The attendee enjoyed the book

and the issues it raises regarding foster youth services and youth
mental health. She also really enjoyed the author's writing and
weaving in of the Victorian era language of flowers. This was our first meeting in
hybrid format (and only second meeting of the club). The attendee appreciated
our willingness to move to hybrid format. She is looking forward to having others

join us, but is patient with that, knowing that it takes time to attract more
attendees.

On Wednesday, March 2, children and
their families participated in a Arabic

Language

Story

Time

progr am.

Presented by story-teller Oruba Rabie,
over thirty participants enjoyed interactive stories, songs and activities that help them develop their general literacy
skills, language development, culture awareness, and creativity.
3
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Haskett Branch and Ponderosa
Joint-Use Library Report
To celebrate African American History Month, on Tuesday, March 1, 2022,
Haskett Library hosted a Soul Food Presentation presented by Georgia’s Restaurant of Anaheim. Owners Gretchen Shoemaker and Nika Shoemaker-Machado

shared their favorite southern chicken recipe with the audience. Participants
enjoyed the demonstration and learning about how the recipes are an important
part of their family’s history and culture. Kudos also to Library Assistant Curita
Tinker for organizing this delicious program. Twenty-three were in attendance.
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Librarian Magali Rivera Catalyst Kids at Twila Reid Elementary School on March
25th. Children and teachers enjoyed listening to bilingual stories, singed a few
songs, and did a few finger-plays. Ms. Rivera shared the importance of visiting

the library.

On Thursday, March 3, Haskett Branch welcomed STEAM Mobile staff who led
participants to discover the quirky and abstract world of Piet Mondrian and
created their own one of a kind art piece.

Fourteen were in attendance
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YLOC (Young Leaders of Orange County) host weekly virtual Math
Tutoring sessions. Students in grades 2nd-6th are assigned a teen
volunteer tutor who provide fun math activities for participants. Volunteer tutors

are high school students from a number of local high schools. Accolades to
Cecilia Chavez for building this partnership with YLOC to meet the needs of
community children who need math tutoring. During March, an average of twenty-two participants attended each session.
STEMup4Youth led the program Thaumaptrope at the Haskett Branch
on Friday, March 18. During the on-hands activity, young scientist
learned how to create their own optical illusion with a thaumatrope. Children
created an optical illusion using string & cardstock; they learned how the brain
perceives motion and how movies work. Thank you to Librarian Magali Rivera
for her continued effort in building this partnership with STEMup4YOUTH
that offers children STEM programs. There were thirty-six in attendance.
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Thank You Comments and More...

Thank you so much for gifting us such beautiful
experiences. We’ve been reading to Lucca and
recently Juno and love every moment.
These STEM programs are so fun and interesting!
Salt dough volcano was amazing (Isabelle and Oliver).

Author/Artist Tomo continues
to create artwork to
distribute to children.
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March 2022
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! BIG thanks to PT Library Clerk Maggie Sanchez for her innovative idea
to share an Irish culinary delight. Families enjoyed learning the process of making traditional
potato pancakes. They were SO good! Here you see two of Maggie’s chef helpers, hard at work
after school.
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Springtime Displays: Many thanks to PT Page Damaris Barba-Gayo and PT Clerk Alitza Gutierrez who once

again made a BEAUTIFUL display outside Euclid. This showcase welcomes patrons walking in from the parking lot.
Sadly, we’ll be saying good bye to Damaris. She has accepted a full time job at her former high school in Rowland
Heights. We will miss you, DAMARIS!

Page 2

March 2022
Shamrock Mint Shakes!
Thanks again to our Euclid
chefs, Maggie Sanchez and
Sandra Torres-Ramirez! Families enjoyed this cool treat on
a warm March day. So easy to
make and so yummy!
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Republic Services: Daisy
from Republic Services was
new presenter this month.
She was very popular with the
kids, entertaining them
with stories and a craft.

STEAM van: Diana
and DC visited Euclid
with an art project.
Kids drew straight lines
and used primary colors
to imitate the art of
Piet Mondrian. Thank
you, Diana and DC!
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Reading with Oliver, the Therapy Dog
Euclid families and staff members are all BIG fans of Oliver, the
certified therapy dog. Oliver’s visits to hospitals were cur-tailed (get it?!) during COVID
but now there are some sites where he can
visit. His mom, Dory, has said that his visits
are just as important for hospital staff as
they are for patients. Well, the same applies
at Euclid. Staff and patrons enjoy Oliver’s
visits very much. Reading with him helps kids
develop better reading skills, and in some cases, helps them overcome a fear of dogs.
THANK YOU, Oliver & Dory!
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Euclid Branch Library’s Book Discussion for Adults
“The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry” by Gabrielle Zevin was featured at
Euclid Library’s hybrid book discussion for adults on March 11.
All of the five attendees at the book discussion enjoyed Zevin’s ‘hopeful’
novel. The main protagonist is A.J. Fikry who became depressed upon
the death of his wife. Fikry is lonesome, angry and a literary snob who
owns a failing bookstore on Alice Island off the coast of Massachusetts.
He stocks his bookstore with titles that satisfy his old-fashioned taste
only. Not surprisingly, he doesn’t get a lot of customers and has few
friends.
Eventually Fikry changed when he adopted an infant, Maya, who was
left in his bookstore, and, he married Amelia, the book dealer. Joy and
redemption changes his life forever. This part of the book was the
‘twist’ that members of the discussion group were pleased with.
Attendees emphasized that the novel ends with Fikry dying but the
bookstore ‘hopefully’ will continue with Maya and a new book dealer.
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March 2022
Children's

Sunkist Branch celebrated
Women's History Month and
Spring all month long with
storytimes and crafternoons! PT
Library Assistant Kimi helped
families create their own
butterflies and other fun-filled
activities.

Sunkist Board Report
March 2022
Teens
Button Making

Patrons were able to customize and
create their own buttons and
express their creativity.

Adults

Sunkist's Adult Book Club met on Wednesday, March
23rd to discuss The Space Between Us by Thrity Umrigar.
All agreed that the author told a masterful story, but also
commented that the story was rather depressing. The
book focuses on cultural, caste, and gender divides in
India. One of our attendees, who was born in India, added
a great deal to our understanding of the story with the
information she shared from her personal knowledge of
the culture in India.

Sunkist's Needlework in the Novels program met on
Wednesday, March 23rd. Attendees shared their current
projects and created community as they talked about their
needlework. One attendee was struggling to figure out
how to carry out a particular design goal and another was
able to suggest an idea for her. PT Librarian Barbie
McConnell pulled up YouTube videos showing the
technique suggested to help clarify the suggestion. The
attendee was excited by the idea, noting that it
simultaneously solved an additional issue she needed to
work out for her project! Each attendee was able to take a
kit to complete a lotus flower embroidery like those taught
at the Central Library program.

Canyon Hills
Branch
Board Report
March 2022

Our Anaheim Reads
programs continued with a
visit from Linda of Pho Vina
Restaurant, demonstrating
how to make Vietnamese
spring rolls. Attendees
enjoyed sampling the fresh,
tasty snack.

Watercolor lotus
painting

Part-time clerk Durandy McConnell led a watercolor
painting program. Participants created a lotus flower,
a national symbol of Vietnam. We have some
talented artists among us!

Children's Librarian Catherine St. Clair hosted a craft
table in the children's are every afternoon for a week,
where patrons could make Asian lanterns and dragon
puppets.
STEAM on the Go kits continue to be heavily requested
for checkout by our patrons. One family shared
photos of their kids' fun at home with the kits.

Rose Perrone reports:
On March 16 members of the hybrid book group for adults
discussed “The Wife” by Meg Wolitzer. The author explains
that the story of the main protagonist, Joan Castleman, was
Add a little bit of body text
inspired by her mother, a novelist. When her mother published
her first book, she was cited as ‘housewife turns into a
novelist.’ Meg Wolitzer’s novel champion women who were
invisible and kept themselves back from reaching their full
potential because of societal norms.
Attendees at the book discussion at Canyon Hills Library book
group had strong opposing views on Wolitzer’s portrayal of
Joan. Some of them empathized with Joan, while others found
her a weakling. In the book publishing world where male
writers dominate and in Wolitzer’s novel Joan stayed in the
background as an author’s wife, while in reality she was the
writer, not her husband.

FOCAL held another successful Flash Sale, netting
nearly $400 from the sales of used books and
puzzles.

