Holiday celebrations

Anaheim is getting into the spirit of the season with tree lightings in the west and downtown, a
holiday market and the annual Anna Drive posada later this month.
On Friday, Dec. 1, west Anaheim’s annual Holiday Tree Lighting is set for Twila Reid Park from
5 to 8 p.m.
The event features a tree lighting, performances by local school groups, pictures with Santa,
Polar Express train rides, crafts for kids, a bonfire and food for sale.
You can find out more by calling (714) 609-8070.

On Saturday, Dec. 2, downtown gets in on the action with the 23rd annual Nutcracker Tree
Lighting and Holiday Village on Center Street Promenade.
Along with the lighting of the 50-foot tree, the event includes performances by the Loara High
School Marching Band, Anaheim Ballet and the Anaheim Union High School Combined Choirs.
There will also be a food fair, unique gift shopping, a snow play area, train rides, kid crafts and
photos with Santa.
It all starts at 10 a.m. and culminates with the tree lighting at 6 p.m. You can find out more
at Downtownanaheim.com.
On Dec. 9 head to Farmers Park, just outside the Packing House, for the annual Anaheim Night
Market from 6 to 10 p.m. There will be tons of unique holiday shopping and a free showing of
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas.”
Later this month, Anna Drive will hold its annual Christmas posada, a Mexican tradition honoring
Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.
On Anna Drive, residents and others will form a procession holding candles and singing carols.
There will also be lively music, dancing, elaborate costumes and decorations for a great
community celebration.
Organizers are still nailing down a date with the posada likely to take place just before
Christmas.
The Muzeo Museum and Cultural Center is the place for holiday model trains.
From now through Jan. 7, the museum in downtown is showcasing more than a dozen holidaythemed trains, including Thomas the Tank Engine and The Polar Express.
Admission is $8 for adults, $5 for children. Check out Muzeo.org for more.

Lighting up the holidays

Giant snowmen. A rooftop runway for Santa. A lighted tree-filled yard. A garage converted into
Santa’s Workshop.
These are some of the highlights from last year’s Anaheim Beautiful Holiday Lights decorating
contest.
Each year, Anaheim Beautiful invites nominations for homes, businesses and apartment
communities that create outstanding light displays. And they’re at it again this year.
If you are the proud creator of an outstanding light display, or if you’d like to nominate a
neighborhood favorite, head over to AnaheimBeautiful.org or email your nomination, along with
a photo of the display, to contact@anaheimbeautiful.org.
Entries are due by Dec. 8.
There are 10 categories to choose from:











Best Community Spirit
Best Display of LED Lights
Best Vintage Display
Most Traditional
Most Unique
Miss Anaheim Teen Ambassador’s Choice
Best Animation and Music
Most Inspirational
Best Multi-family Display
Best Commercial Display

Entries are judged by Anaheim Beautiful board members and Miss Anaheim Teen
Ambassadors. The winning entries will be recognized at the Dec. 19 Anaheim City Council
meeting.
You can find inspiration to enter this year’s contest by visiting Anaheim Beautiful’s website and
checking out the 2016 winners.

Spreading holiday cheer

Anaheim firefighters and police are giving back this holiday season, collecting toys to help local
kids who might not get any other holiday gifts.
On Dec. 15, Anaheim Fire & Rescue will participate in the 25th annual Spark of Love Toy Drive
at Honda Center. They’ll join firefighters from other local agencies and Marines to receive
donated gifts.
The event is sponsored by the Orange County Fire Chief’s Association, ABC7 and Marine
Corps Toys for Tots.
Last year, they filled 30 buses full of toys, and this year their goal is to collect even more toys to
brighten local children’s holidays. The toys collected are handed out to children throughout
Orange County by dozens of nonprofits and faith-based groups.
The event will go from 4:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Honda Center, 2695 E. Katella Ave.

You can also drop off new, unwrapped toys at any fire station. Find out more here.
Anaheim Police’s Cops 4 Kids program is spreading cheer this season, too.
They’ll host a “shop with a cop” night at Target, helping Anaheim kids pick out gifts.
Anaheim police explorers and cadets have teamed up to help special needs students at two
local schools this holiday season. They’ll deliver toys to the students on Dec.15.
You can help brighten a child’s holiday by buying toys at Target on Dec. 10 in the group’s
annual “fill a bus” event. Stop by between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. and get a picture with Santa, plus
arts and crafts for the kids.
Anaheim police officers will deliver the toys on Dec. 20 to families in need.
For more, contact Georgina Ruiz at (714) 493-4631.

Celebrating a milestone

Last month, more than 45 formerly homeless families celebrated one year of having a roof over
their heads.
The residents at Rockwood Apartments, a city-sponsored affordable housing project next to
Lincoln Elementary, have spent the past year settling in to their new homes and taking
advantage of the extra services and programs offered to them.

At Rockwood, Innovative Housing Opportunities Inc. hosts a variety of workshops intended to
help residents get back on their feet and help them stay off the streets. These programs include
health and wellness, entrepreneurship, career development and financial security.
The programs are not only for adults. The kids living at Rockwood also receive extra care.
Jamboree Housing Corp. creates partnerships with local youth programs, such as Higher
Ground, to provide after-school activities.
Breaking the cycle of homelessness requires collaboration, and Rockwood Apartments is a
shining example of that. Creating a safe place for families to call home and offering rehabilitative
services allows the residents to get on the right path to regaining their independence.
The Rockwood Apartments project is just one component of the city’s plan to address
homelessness. Since 2014, Anaheim has helped more than 800 people find housing or reunite
with family.
To learn more about our efforts, visit Anaheim.net/homeless.

City of Kindness

It’s official.
The City Council in November adopted “City of Kindness” as Anaheim’s official motto.
The move reflects efforts since 2011 to build a stronger city by promoting kindness and
volunteerism.
To kick off our new motto, city employees will participate in a “kindness in action” day in 2018.

On their own time, employees will volunteer for community service projects that help make
Anaheim neighborhoods better.
The City of Kindness initiative was inspired by Anaheim residents Edward and Karine Jaievsky.
The couple lost their young daughter in a traffic accident in 2002 and found she had left behind
drawings and writings on the importance of kindness.
To honor her memory, the couple placed “Make Kindness Contagious” signs around Anaheim.
To be sure, being kind is its own reward. But the initiative benefits Anaheim by creating a
stronger, more resilient community that is better prepared to deal with earthquakes, fires and
other emergencies.
And encouraging kindness also helps make Anaheim a better city by having a positive impact
on everyday issues including crime, graffiti, drugs, bullying and elder abuse.
Find our more at Anaheim.net/kindness.

Calling all poets

Anaheim is seeking its first poet laureate and literary ambassador to help promote poetry and
the arts in the city.
We’re seeking a volunteer to serve as poet laureate for two years.
Anaheim’s poet will hold free workshops at Anaheim Public Libraries, lead poetry readings at
city events and head up community gatherings that promote poetry, literature and the arts.
Anaheim will be the first city in Orange County to have a poet laureate.
A poet laureate serves as the official poet for a city, county, state or nation. The tradition goes
back centuries. In America, the precursor to our nation’s poet laureate today dates back to
1937.

To be eligible for consideration as Anaheim’s poet laureate, applicants much be a published
poet, a resident of the city for the past five years, be at least 21 years old and be able to give
public poetry performances.
Anaheim’s poet will be recommended by a committee that includes representatives of the
Anaheim Arts Council, Anaheim Public Library Board and Anaheim’s school districts.
A final appointment will be made by the Anaheim Cultural and Heritage Commission.
The city is looking to have a poet in place by March, just ahead of National Poetry Month in
April.
Applications are due by Dec. 15.
You can apply online by visiting Anaheim.net/poet.

A look back at 2017

It’s hard to believe we’re already entering 2018.
Before we do, it’s a good time to remember all the great events of this past year.
Here are some of the best moments of 2017 in Anaheim.

1. Be Kind Anaheim: Kindness has been a part of our city’s ethos for years, but this year it
became official. The City Council approved “City of Kindness” as Anaheim’s city motto in
November. We also launched a “Be Kind Anaheim” campaign on social media and added new
city programs to spread kindness throughout the community.
2. Addressing Homelessness: This year Anaheim has expanded its efforts to address
homelessness in and around the city with several new programs. Through our programs, we’ve
gotten more than 800 people off the streets since 2014. One major milestone this year was the
opening of Bridges at Kraemer Place, a county-run emergency shelter hosted in Anaheim.
3. ACC North: Anaheim Convention Center expanded this summer, further solidifying its spot
as the largest convention center on the West Coast. ACC North offers 200,000 square feet of
flexible space for conventions, trade shows, meetings, galas and more. At the grand opening for
ACC North, the Convention Center also celebrated its 50th anniversary.
4. Drug Free Anaheim: In January, we launched an innovative new program to help those
suffering from drug addiction connect with treatment. Since it began, the program has helped
200 people. The program is part of Anaheim’s larger City of Kindness initiative.
5. Planning for Parks: A plaid-clad Andy Anaheim helped us launch the Planning for Parks
program this spring. The program included a community survey to help us decide what parks
improvements we should make in the future. The final plan will go before the council this
upcoming spring.
6. Balanced Budget: In July the City Council adopted a $1.7 billion budget covering Anaheim’s
projected spending for the 12 months through June 2018. This year, the budget process
included more public meetings and outreach than ever before in an effort to get community input
on city spending.
7. Wings of the City: Anaheim played host to nine beautiful bronze sculptures by renowned
Mexican artist Jorge Marin. The free “Wings of the City” exhibit was displayed outdoors at the
Anaheim Convention Center from July through September.
8. Anaheim Accessibility Center: Residents with developmental disabilities have a new space
to thrive through the arts, with the opening of the new Anaheim Accessibility Center in July. The
city rents the space to nonprofit program providers at no cost.
9. A Better Beach Boulevard: The blighted Lindy’s Motel was demolished in March, replaced
by a carwash. It was another step forward in the city’s efforts to revitalize Beach Boulevard. The
initiative continues next year, when the City Council will consider a new development plan for
the area.
10. KaBOOM!: Anaheim kids have better places to play, with two new KaBOOM! park builds
this year. New playgrounds went up at Imperial and Willow parks. This makes eight KaBOOM!
parks in the city, with four more planned in the coming years.
Happy new year from the city of Anaheim! We look forward to what 2018 will bring.

Light bright

Got old holiday lights?
Trade them in for new ones — and save on your energy bill — with Anaheim Public Utilities’
holiday light exchange program.
Just bring in one of your old incandescent holiday lights strands and get a free strand of LED
lights. Limit one strand per household while supplies last.
You will need to provide a utility bill or driver’s license showing your Anaheim address.
Exchanges will be available through Dec. 16 at two Anaheim libraries:



Anaheim Central Library, 500 W. Broadway, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday to Friday and 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday
Canyon Hills Library, 400 Scout Trail, from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday to Thursday, 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Friday and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday

For more information, call (714) 765-4274 or visit Anaheim.net/utilities.

