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In this edition of The Anaheim Business Connection…
The holiday season is fast approaching and provides the opportunity to spend
time with loved ones and consider opportunities to give to those in need. Read
Anaheim Businesses Give Back to find out how Visit Anaheim is giving back to the
community through its Visit Anaheim Cares initiative, and learn how you can join
Bag of Hope in bringing holiday cheer to Anaheim children.
Looking for ways to entertain holiday guests and support a local organization?
The Muzeo Museum and Cultural Center is featuring a special holiday exhibit
starting this month. Find out more in Businesses in the News.
Over the past year, Anaheim's Economic Development Team promoted business
growth and development by hosting informative business seminars and
networking events. In October, the Team participated in the national celebration
of Manufacturing Day, which welcomed more than 150 local high school students
who were able to explore exciting careers in manufacturing. The Team also
hosted a Social Media Marketing Workshop on Oct. 17 that informed some 100
business owners of ways to improve their exposure through social media. Stay
tuned for more events in the coming year including a New Business Welcome
Reception in January and an entrepreneurship academy in February.
Wishing you continued success,

Jessica M. Gonzales
Economic Development Manager
City o f A naheim
C o mmunity & E co no mic Develo pment Department

Resources for Local Businesses
Upgrade to Efficient Lighting Today!
Anaheim

Public

Utilities’

enhanced

Lighting Program offers incentives to
businesses for energy efficient lighting
and

lighting

control

Lighting

technology

changing

and

improvement
replace

your

upgrades.
is

there

options

rapidly

are

many

available

existing,

to

inefficient

lighting systems with energy efficient LED solutions. For more information,
click on the link below.
Click Here fo r Mo re Info rmatio n

Promote Your New Business with a Banner
If you are planning to open or recently
opened a business in Anaheim, you can
promote your business with a grand
opening banner. Anaheim businesses
can display a grand opening banner for
up to 30 days. Banners can be up to 36
square feet in length and can help
inform your customers you are now
open for business. Please contact our
Permit Assistance Center at (714) 765-

5194 or visit our website for more
information.

The City of Anaheim's Economic Development Team partners with commercial
brokers to assist you in finding office, retail and industrial space for your
business. Contact us today at E co no micDevelo pment@anaheim.net or (714)
765-4592 and learn why Anaheim is the perfect business location.

Available Commercial Space
Available Property for
Sale!
750 E. De bra Lane
Property type: industrial
Two ground-level loading
doors available

Click Here for Property

4,700 square feet
available

Information!

Looking for Commercial Tenants? We Can Help!
Interested in having your listing featured? Property managers and commercial
brokers can promote available office, industrial or retail space in The Anaheim
Business Connection and on the A naheim Pro perty Lo cato r webpage. Send
your listings to E co no micDevelo pment@anaheim.net or contact us to obtain
City information for your marketing materials.

Anaheim in the Spotlight!
Featured
Company:
Electric Vehicles Hum Forward at GEM
Polaris GE M , one of the world’s leading
innovators of electric vehicles, is also
one of Anaheim’s most successful
manufacturers.
commercially

GEM

is

produced

the
low

first
speed

vehicle in the U.S. Its passenger and
utility electric vehicles are sustainable
and economical, with zero emissions
and low operating costs. GEM and
Taylor-Dunn are subsidiaries of Polaris Industries, a world leader in mobility.
Both vehicle brands are manufactured at Polaris’ electric vehicle center of
excellence in Anaheim.
GEM vehicles are used to move people in innovative ways from moving goods in
the country’s largest and fastest growing warehouses to transporting people and
products through the world’s largest entertainment centers (including, yes,
Disneyland Resorts, Anaheim Convention Center and Angel Stadium of
Anaheim). GEM is driving America towards a Smarter Way to Move.
“Anaheim’s history of innovation and imagination is legendary, and Polaris GEM
feels right at home as one of the city’s most forward-thinking firms,” said Polaris
Commercial and Government Vice President and General Manager Keith Simon.

“As GEM continues to experience dramatic growth, it draws top talent from
around the U.S. and employs hundreds who are proud and passionate about
making the world more sustainable.”
The success of Polaris GEM’s Anaheim facility is impressive. As one of the city’s
largest manufacturers, it turns raw materials to finished electric cars on its safetyconscious assembly line. The GEM facility also houses the company’s services,
supply chain distribution, accounting, purchasing, sales, design, and engineering
departments.
GEM Facts:
Anaheim is the Electric Vehicle Center of Excellence for Polaris GEM
Over the past 12 months, GEM has doubled employees and production in
Anaheim.
Polaris currently has 260 employees and is actively hiring in Anaheim.
Polaris produces over 7,500 vehicles a year in Anaheim.
GEM is a make to order business with over 60 different models for a wide
range of jobs.
GEM vehicles are sold to buyers around the world, with the West Coast its
largest market.
Replacing a combustion engine vehicle with a GEM can save up to $25,000
per vehicle over a seven-year span. Large fleets could save millions of
dollars.
Replacing one compact car with one GEM would have the same effect in
reducing carbon dioxide output as twenty-one, 50-year-old oak trees.
Because GEM vehicles are visually distinctive with premium styling, innovative and
customizable, they are also used for a broad range of public uses, including
colleges and government. Visit Polaris GEM's website for more information on its
products.
Look for Anaheim's Community & Economic Development Department to soon
make a major transportation announcement regarding GEM.

New Business Alert!
We Deliver Technology:
Now Open For Business!
Information technology, or IT, has an
important cascading effect on the
global economy. Whether it is the
latest updates on smart phones or
technology that serves users' daily
operations, We Deliver Technology
offers its customers a variety of IT
services including annual hardware
maintenance,

IT

consulting

on

hardware and software development, and delivery services for IT parts.
As an Anaheim resident, President Mark Kerans is proud to also call Anaheim his
business home. "Anaheim has a great central location with easy access to
freeways," said Kerans. "This was one of our main priorities to consider when
scouting locations in Orange County. Anaheim is an exceptional place to open a
business and is a city that supports its business community. We are happy to be
here." Anaheim is pleased to welcome We Deliver Technology to the business
community. We Deliver Technology is at 1331 E. Katella Ave. and employs IT
professionals with a strong desire to contribute towards a prospering future.

Visit We De live r Te chnology's We bsite

Did You Know?

You can have your business featured in an upcoming issue of The Anaheim
Business Connection! Email us at E co no micDevelo pment@anaheim.net .

City Updates
Anaheim Manufacturing Day: Inspiring the
Next Generation of Manufacturers
Manufacturing

is

one

of

Anaheim's

largest industries, with 18,000 employees
producing goods used domestically or
exported abroad. This year, the City of
Anaheim's Economic Development Team
joined Anaheim manufacturers in the
nationwide

celebration

o f Manufacturing
inspire

the

next

Day

designed

generation

to
of

manufacturers.
Oct. 5 marked the seventh annual Manufacturing Day with more than 2,000
events held across the nation. In Anaheim, the City's Economic Development
Team was pleased to participate in a Manufacturing Day event at Rebo rn
Cabinets ’ headquarters. More than 150 high school students from Anaheim and
nearby cities attended the event, which featured site tours of the company’s
manufacturing and administrative operations, hands-on demonstrations, and a
resource fair featuring Anaheim manufacturers and resource agencies sharing
educational tools to empower the next generation of Anaheim manufacturers.

Anaheim Businesses Get Social Media Savvy!

For business, social media has become a powerful tool that enables companies to
increase brand loyalty and sales. According to Social Media Today, on average,
people spend two hours per day on social media and are 71 percent more likely
to make a purchase based on social media referrals. Anaheim companies gleaned
several social media insights and best practices at the Oct. 17 Social Media
Marketing Workshop hosted by the City of Anaheim in partnership with SCORE
Business Counselors.
Social media marketing experts, Roni Ramos and Victoria Byrne, informed some
100 businesses how to increase brand awareness, use Facebook Ads to drive
customer traffic and create "thumb-stopping" images and videos. Attendees left
with easy to implement social media strategies and realistic timeframes. Be sure
to

visit S CORE 's website for more information on upcoming social media

seminars and stay tuned for more informative on the City of Anaheim's 2019
business seminars and events.

Above: Founder of Creative Marketing Services

Above: Founder and President of Harmony 3

Victoria Byrne shows businesses how to develop

Productions Roni Ramos shares the importance of

striking social media campaigns.

great photos on social media platforms.

New Business Welcome Reception:
January 30, 2019
Did your business recently locate
or open in Anaheim? Save the
date!

The

Economic

City

of

Anaheim's

Development

Team

invites you to the annual New
Business

Welcome

Reception,

which will feature an evening of
networking, access to business
resource booths, complimentary
appetizers

and

refreshments.

Contact Anaheim's E co no mic Develo pment Divisio n for your formal invitation

to the New Business Welcome Reception.

Businesses in the News
Experience Muzeo Express This Holiday Season
Not sure how to entertain your holiday
guests?

Visit

Anaheim's Muzeo

Museum and Cultural Center to
celebrate

the

holiday season

with

model trains, miniature scenes and
hands-on

activities. Complete with

historical relics showcasing the history
of trains in Southern California, Muzeo
Express is sure to be a holiday favorite
for

children

and

train

enthusiasts

alike. The special exhibit is only here for a short time.
Be sure to visit the grand opening of Muzeo Express Nov. 17 from 2-4 p.m. The
event will offer free train rides, winter craft activities, a "Meet the Conductor,"
exhibit tours and more! The exhibit will be open between Nov. 17–Jan. 20.
New this year...Treasures from Carolwood. This special mini-exhibit highlights
Walt Disney’s lifelong love of trains. The exhibit will feature real historical artifacts
from the collection of Walt Disney’s Carolwood Barn – a museum in Los Angeles’
Griffith Park dedicated to the exploration of Walt’s railroad legacy.
The Muzeo Museum and Cultural Center is at 241 S. Anaheim Blvd. in Center City.
The museum engages the community in exploring and celebrating Anaheim’s
diverse heritage, culture and arts through a variety of creative programming. For
more information, visit Muzeo’s website .

Click He re for More Information

Anaheim Businesses Give Back!
Visit Anaheim Cares: Connecting Anaheim

with Charitable Opportunities
Visit Anaheim is giving back to the Anaheim
community with its charitable program "Visit
Anaheim Cares." The program connects Anaheim
businesses and organizations with charitable
opportunities.

"Giving

back

to

our

local

community has always been part of our mission.
It started more than five decades ago and it's still
going strong today," said Visit Anaheim President and CEO Jay Burress.
Visit Anaheim's 65 employees give their time to a dozen organizations on an
annual basis. When the Ronald McDonald House experienced a damaging
plumbing leak at their facility, a dozen families needed to be quickly relocated.
Visit Anaheim employees volunteered to reach out and help find hotel partners to
provide accommodations, meals and transportation for every family. Several
Resort-area hotels responded to the families in need in the community and let
them stay and eat free of charge for several weeks. Another team effort included
Caterina's Club Fundraiser in early 2017. On this occasion, Visit Anaheim staff
volunteered to raise $22,900 in connection with the Golden Rule Charity, a
national, charitable organization dedicated to helping people in the hospitality
industry in their time of need.
Visit Anaheim also partners with conventions and meetings to contribute to
charitable efforts while visiting Anaheim. "For some exhibitors, it can be more
expensive to ship a trade show booth back than to give it away," said Burress. "We
frequently ask vendors to complete a Diversion by Donation form. If we can give
away their rolls of carpet, tables, chairs, backpacks, clothing or books that would
otherwise be thrown away, we donate them to Habitat for Humanity, homeless
shelters, schools and libraries in Anaheim and Orange County." Additional
convention and expo donations include:
The National Association of Music Merchants Foundation: $10,000 to
Anaheim Elementary School District music fund
Hill-Rom Co.: $8,060 in floral donations to senior living communities
Natural Products Food Expo West/Engredea: 60,872 pounds of food
donated to local food banks
American Wind Energy: 3,000 hygiene kits distributed to homeless children
Visit Anaheim Cares looks forward to furthering charitable giving in Anaheim. To
learn more about Visit Anaheim or how to get involved, check out Visit
Anaheim's website .

Above: The National Association of Music Merchants, better known as Namm, donates $10,000 to the
Anaheim Elementary School District music fund.

Bag of Hope Brings Smiles to Anaheim
Children
T h e Bag

o f Ho pe

Pro ject is an

opportunity for your business to give
back to the community. This holiday
season, businesses can fill a duffel bag
with toys, school supplies, toiletries
and other items, for a child whose
family is homeless or in transition.
The

Program

Anaheim

benefits

who

are

children

in

considered

homeless or "under-homed" (living in motels, shelters, moving from one relative's
home to another, etc.). In 2017, Bag of Hope provided bags to 624 motel family
children in Anaheim during the holiday season.
Bag of Hope duffel bags are available through Nov. 30. For information on how
your business can get involved, call (714) 635-9118 or email your questions to
staff at in fo @bago fho pepro ject.co m .

Click Here to Visit Bag of Hope's Website

Above: In 2017, Bag of Hope Project provided bags to 624 children in Anaheim during the holiday
season.

Information From Our Resource Partners
Southern California Business Connect
Summit: Nov. 7
Invest in your business! The Small Business
Administration, also known as SBA, invites you
to the fourth annual SoCal Business Connect
Summit. The summit will feature one-on-one
buyer meetings, exhibits and seminars. Topics
will include how to do business with the
government, export your products and qualify
for

Small

Business

Administration

certifications. The cost of general admission is $25 and includes breakfast and
lunch. Exhibit booths and sponsorship opportunities are available. For more
information or to register, click on the link below.

Click Here to Register

2019 Small Business Week Award Nominations
Attention small-business owners! The SBA
is now accepting nominations for its 2019
Small Business Week Awards, including the
annual Small Business Person of the Year
Award. SBA's awards are presented in celebration of National Small Business
Week, May 5-11. The deadline to submit nominations is Jan. 9. Nomination

categories include:
Small Business Person of the Year
Exporter of the Year
8(a) Graduate of the Year
Family-owned Business of the Year
Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Small Business Innovation Research/Small Business Technology Transfer
Grant Recipient of the Year
Woman Owned Small Business of the Year
Micro Business of the Year
Community Excellence Award
Veteran Small Business Champion of the Year
To nominate a candidate or obtain more information on the awards program,
contact Sylvia Gutierrez at (714) 560-7454 or sylvia.gutierrez@sba.go v .

Upcoming Events/Seminars!
Nov. 6

Nov. 14

E vent : Selling Techniques That

E vent: Succeeding in a Micro

Work

Moments World

Lo catio n : National University

Lo catio n : Rancho Santiago

3390 Harbor Blvd.

Community College District

Costa Mesa

2323 N. Broadway, Room 107

Ho st : Orange County SCORE

Santa Ana

Register Here!

Ho st : Orange County SBDC
Learn Mo re Here!

Nov. 19

Nov. 20

E vent: Why Your Website Should

E vent : State Labor Law and

be a Top Marketing Priority

Payroll Tax Seminar

Lo catio n : Webster University

Lo catio n : Employment

32 Discovery #250

Development Department

Irvine

10330 Pioneer Blvd., Suite 150

Ho st : Orange County SCORE

Santa Fe Springs

Learn Mo re Here!

Ho st : Employment Development
Department
Register Here!
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