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City of Anaheim
Planning Department
Notice of Preparation
DATE:

September 2, 2011

TO:

Responsible Agencies and State Clearinghouse

FROM:

City of Anaheim

SUBJECT:

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report
No. 344 for the Honda Center Enhancement Project

The City of Anaheim is the Lead Agency responsible for preparing Draft Environmental
Impact Report No. 344 (DEIR No. 344) to analyze the impacts of the Honda Center
Enhancement Project. The proposed project includes an increase in the number of annual
events at the Honda Center through the addition of another permanent tenant, as well as
other permanent improvements described below. The 1990 Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) for the Honda Center (formerly the Arrowhead Pond) analyzed up to 162 events per
year. The Honda Center currently averages up to 153 events per year with average
attendance at an event of up to 11,264 people. The maximum number of events over the
last five years was 162 events in 2008.
The proposed project seeks to increase the maximum number of events by 60 from the
previous high of 162 events for a total of 222 events per year. Currently, there are on
average three events per week at the Honda Center, and the proposed project would result
in four events per week on average. The purpose of the project would be to accommodate
a National Basketball Association (NBA) franchise at the Honda Center. There are 3 preseason games, 41 regular home games during the NBA season and up to 16 postseason
games. Seating capacity of a basketball game is 18,336, and the proposed project would
not result in a change in the maximum seating capacity of current events.
In addition to an increase in the number of annual events at the Honda Center, the
proposed project would involve other minor improvements to the existing facility including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Addition of a 12,000 square foot exterior grand terrace
Construction of a 250 seat, 4,000 square foot restaurant to serve event attendees
Enlarged team store (from 1,800 square feet to 4,000 square feet)
Relocated 2,000 square foot box office (swings to the south to accommodate the
enlarged team store)
Interior locker room renovation
Interior office space renovation
Interior bunker suite renovation
Interior electrical upgrades
Increase capacity of loading dock
Interior balcony suite renovation

None of the proposed improvements would increase the permanent seating capacity of the
existing arena; however, the improvements would result in the loss of approximately 15-20

parking spaces.
The proposed project includes a zone reclassification for a portion of the project site from the
Transition (T) Zone/Platinum Triangle Mixed Use (PTMU) Overlay Zone to the Public Recreational
(PR) Zone/PTMU Overlay Zone, consistent with the zoning for the remainder of the project site.
A detailed project description, location, and the probable environmental effects are contained in the
attached materials. A copy of the Initial Study is attached. The document may also be reviewed on
the City of Anaheim Planning Department’s website at www.anaheim.net/planning (click on the link
to “Planning and Zoning” followed by the link to Current Environmental Documents). The document
will be identified as “The Honda Center Enhancement Project.”
Responses: We would like to know the views of your agency as to the scope and content of the
environmental information germane to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the
proposed project. Your agency will need to use the EIR prepared by our agency when considering
your permit or other approval for the project. Due to the time limits mandated by State law, please
send your written response to the City of Anaheim at the address below at the earliest possible date
but not later than October 4, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. Please include the name for the contact person in
your agency. Responses may also be submitted by fax to (714) 765-5280 or by email to
skim@anaheim.net.
Susan Kim, Senior Planner
City of Anaheim, MS 162
200 S. Anaheim Boulevard
Anaheim, CA, 92805
Scoping Meeting: The City will hold a public scoping meeting at 5:00 P.M. on Wednesday,
September 21, 2011 in the Council Chamber, City Hall East, 200 South Anaheim Boulevard,
Anaheim, California.
Questions: Please contact Susan Kim, Senior Planner, at (714) 765-4958 or Skim@anaheim.net.
Project Title: DEIR No. 344 Honda Center Enhancement Project
Project Applicant: City of Anaheim

Initial Study
for the

HONDA CENTER ENHANCEMENT
PROJECT
AND ASSOCIATED ACTIONS
City of Anaheim, California

Lead Agency:

City of Anaheim
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Introduction
The Honda Center is located within the City of Anaheim on property owned by the City of
Anaheim. Adjacent parking lots to the south and west are also owned by the City of Anaheim.
Parking areas to the east and northeast, along the Santa Ana River, are owned by the Orange
County Flood Control District (OCFCD). The Honda Center is owned by the City of Anaheim
and managed by Anaheim Arena Management, LLC (AAM). AAM is proposing to increase in
the number of annual events at the Honda Center through the addition of another permanent
tenant. In addition, AAM is proposing other permanent improvements to the Honda Center,
including the addition of a grand terrace, a 250-seat restaurant, the expansion of the existing
team store, as well as some minor interior modifications. The improvements are proposed to
expand onto a portion of the properties owned by the OCFCD. The City is proposing to
reclassify the zoning for the OCFCD properties from the Transition (T) Zone to the Public
Recreational (PR) Zone to be consistent with the zoning for the adjacent City properties and
consistent with the development and operation of an arena. The entirety of the project area is
within the Platinum Triangle Mixed Use (PTMU) Overlay Zone, Arena District, which allows
development of up to 100,000 square feet of commercial development; 100,000 square feet of
office development and 425 residential units; in addition to the existing Honda Center arena.
The overlay zone is consistent with the properties’ Mixed Use General Plan land use
designation; and therefore, no General Plan Amendment is proposed in conjunction with the
reclassification.
The City of Anaheim, as lead agency for the project, is responsible for preparing environmental
documentation in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as
amended, to determine if approval of the discretionary actions requested and subsequent
development could have a significant impact on the environment. As defined by Section 15063
of the CEQA Guidelines, an initial study is prepared primarily to provide the lead agency with
information to use as the basis for determining whether an environmental impact report (EIR),
negative declaration, or mitigated negative declaration would be appropriate for providing the
necessary environmental documentation and clearance for the proposed project.
Together with the Notice of Preparation (NOP) and the Environmental Checklist Form, this Initial
Study has been distributed to all responsible agencies as required by the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). A notice has also been sent to all property owners within a
300-foot radius of the Honda Center and interested parties indicating that these documents are
available for a 30-day public review at the Planning Department within Anaheim City Hall at 200
S. Anaheim Boulevard in the City of Anaheim or on the Planning Department’s website
(www.anaheim.net/planning, click on the link to “Planning and Zoning” followed by the link to
“Current Environmental Documents”).
Project Location
The Honda Center is located at 2695 East Katella Avenue, in the south-central portion City of
Anaheim (see Figure 1, Regional Location). The Honda Center and its adjacent surface parking
lots are bound on the north by Stanley Cup Way and the Union Pacific Railroad, to the east by
the Santa Ana River, to the south by Katella Avenue and to the west by State Route 57 (SR-57)
freeway (see Figure 2, Local Vicinity). The Honda Center is within a half mile northeast of the
Angel Stadium of Anaheim and the existing Anaheim Amtrak/Metrolink Station and the future
Anaheim Regional Transportation Intermodal Center (ARTIC). An aerial photograph of the
project site and its surroundings is shown on Figure 3.
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The Honda Center is located within the City of Anaheim’s Platinum Triangle. The Platinum
Triangle encompasses the Angel Stadium of Anaheim, the Honda Center, the City National
Grove of Anaheim, the Anaheim Amtrak/Metrolink Station and the future ARTIC, and
surrounding residential and mixed use development, light industrial buildings, industrial parks,
distribution facilities, offices, hotels, restaurants, and retail development
Project Background
In June of 1990, the Anaheim City Council approved documents that led to the construction of a
new world-class arena and in 1993, the Anaheim Arena opened its doors to a sold-out
performance by Barry Manilow. Later that same year, the NHL announced its fourth expansion
team, the Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, who would make Anaheim its home. At the same time
Arrowhead Water became the naming rights sponsor, thus the arena became the Arrowhead
Pond of Anaheim. In 2003, the City approved and entered into the current Facility Management
Agreement with Anaheim Arena Management, LLC (AAM) and, in 2006, Honda Motor Company
became the title sponsor and the arena name was changed to the Honda Center.
The success of the Honda Center is evident, as it is one of the premiere entertainment and
sports venues in the country and has been the recipient of numerous industry awards over the
years. It has been nominated for “Venue of the Year” in the United States by Pollstar Magazine
on seven separate occasions and most recently was ranked fourth in the country by Billboard
Magazine for 2010 concert and ticket sales. The Honda Center is proud to be home to the
NHL’s Anaheim Ducks and to the prestigious John R. Wooden College Basketball Classic.
Since 1993, the venue has hosted a significant number of world-class events and shows,
including: NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament Western Regionals (1998, 2001, 2003, 2011),
NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament First and Second Round (2008), 1999 NCAA Frozen Four,
2003 World Gymnastics Championships, 2004 U.S. Team Trials - Gymnastics, 2005 World
Badminton Championships, four-time host to UFC Championship bouts, U2, Bette Midler, Paul
McCartney, Eagles, Barbra Streisand, AC/DC, Gwen Stefani, Luis Miguel, Rod Stewart, David
Bowie, Andrea Bocelli, Tim McGraw, Faith Hill, Phil Collins, Toby Keith, Alan Jackson,
Madonna, Prince, Van Halen, Gloria Estefan, Jimmy Buffett, Bon Jovi, Billy Joel, Bruce
Springsteen, and Elton John. Additionally, the current manager, Anaheim Arena Management,
LLC, has continued to improve the facility, investing more than $22 million in capital
improvements since 2003.
As the venue was designed and constructed to be home to two professional sports franchises,
the City and its facility management partners have worked throughout the years to bring a
second professional sports franchise to the Honda Center.
Operational Characteristics
The 650,000-square-foot Honda Center opened on June 19, 1993, after two years of
construction. It can accommodate a maximum of 18,900 spectators depending on seating
configuration, and the parking lots surrounding the Honda Center have 3,775 parking spaces to
accommodate visitors. Additional parking is provided off-site by agreement and/or by private
operators. The Honda Center facilities are in operation on event days, although some functions
(e.g., ticket sales) are open on nonevent days. Maximum capacities for hockey, basketball, and
other events (e.g., concerts, circus, etc.) are shown in Table 1.
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TABLE 1
HONDA CENTER EVENTS AND EVENT POPULATION
Seating Capacity

Staff/ Employees

Team Members/
Production1

Basketball Games2

18,336

950

200+3

Hockey Games4

17,174

950

200

18,325 – End Stage
18,900 – Center Stage

1,000 (max)

200

Event Type

Concerts and Other
Events
Maximum Number
of Events (last 5
years)
Nonevent Days

162
203

Source: Starkey 2011.
1
Team members and production staff include players, coaches, trainers, media, road crew, and others not included as spectators.
2
Basketball games include Lakers Preseason, the John Wooden Classic, the Big West Tournament, the National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) Tournament, and University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), games.
3
For the purpose of this air quality and GHG technical report, up to 250 team members are assumed for a basketball game for a conservative
modeling scenario.
4
The National Hockey League (NHL) has 41 home games during the regular season. During the Stanley Cup Playoffs and Stanley Cup, up to
20 additional games could occur.

In 2010, the Honda Center welcomed more than 1.3 million guests, of which over 600,000
attended the Ducks’ hockey games (Starkey 2011). Table 2 identifies a five-year snapshot of
attendance, number of events, and the average number of visitors during an event based on the
annual attendance. Average attendance per event was calculated based on the highest 3-year
average of attendance in order to provide a conservative estimate of future annual attendance.
Based on the attendance history of the Honda Center over the last five years, there are, on
average, 11,264 visitors per event and currently up to 153 events per year (e.g., approximately
three events per week).
TABLE 2
HONDA CENTER EVENT ATTENDANCE
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
Highest 3-year Average

Visitors

Events

Average Visitors per
Event

1,600,000
1,760,000
1,590,000
1,460,000
1,300,000

154
144
162
136
120
153

10,390
12,222
9,815
10,735
10,833
11,264

Source: Starkey 2011.

Project Description
The proposed project includes an increase in the number of annual events at the Honda Center
through the addition of another permanent tenant, as well as other permanent improvements
described below. The 1990 Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Honda Center (formerly
the Arrowhead Pond) analyzed up to 162 events per year. The Honda Center currently
averages up to 153 events per year with average attendance at an event of up to 11,264
people. The maximum number of events over the last five years was 162 events in 2008.
The proposed project seeks to increase the maximum number of events by 60 from the previous
high of 162 events for a total of 222 events per year. Currently, there are on average three
Improvements to the Honda Center
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events per week at the Honda Center, and the proposed project would result in four events per
week on average. The purpose of the project would be to accommodate a National Basketball
Association (NBA) franchise at the Honda Center. There are 3 pre-season games, 41 regular
home games during the NBA season and up to 16 postseason games. Seating capacity of a
basketball game is 18,336, and the proposed project would not result in a change in the
maximum seating capacity of current events (see Table 1).
In addition to an increase in the number of annual events at the Honda Center, the proposed
project would involve other minor improvements to the existing facility including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Addition of a 12,000 square foot exterior grand terrace
Construction of a 250 seat, 4,000 square foot restaurant to serve event attendees
Enlarged team store (from 1,800 square feet to 4,000 square feet)
Relocated 2,000 square foot box office (swings to the south to accommodate the
enlarged team store)
Interior locker room renovation
Interior office space renovation
Interior bunker suite renovation
Interior electrical upgrades
Increase capacity of loading dock
Interior balcony suite renovation

None of the proposed improvements would increase the permanent seating capacity of the
existing arena; however, the improvements would result in the loss of approximately 15-20
parking spaces.
The proposed project includes a zone reclassification for a portion of the project site from the
Transition (T) Zone/Platinum Triangle Mixed Use (PTMU) Overlay Zone to the Public
Recreational (PR) Zone/PTMU Overlay Zone, consistent with the zoning for the remainder of
the project site (see Figure 4). Additional implementation measures include, but are not limited
to, building permits to allow the improvements listed above and agreements between the City of
Anaheim and OCFCD, the City of Anaheim and AAM, and AAM and the NBA.
Anticipated Additional Project Approvals
Other agencies whose approval may be required include, but are not limited to: Regional
Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region; South Coast Air Quality Management District;
and, Orange County Flood Control District.
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CITY OF ANAHEIM
ENVIRONMENTAL/PROJECT INFORMATION FORM

Instructions for completing the Environmental/Project Information Form: This form is to be
completed by the applicant/authorized agent and complies with the California Environmental
Quality Act, CEQA. The Environmental Information Form is intended to provide initial, basic
environmental information in order to determine whether the project may have any significant
impacts upon the environment. Additional technical studies or information may be requested
from you in order for staff to complete its review and make an environmental determination on
your project.
1.

Project Name: Honda Center Enhancement Project

2.

Project Address or Location: 2695 East Katella Avenue, Anaheim, CA

3.

Assessor’s Parcel Number 25352104, 25352116, 25352117, 25360102 and 37531111

4.

Project Description (describe the entire project, including all phases of the project, and
any off-site supporting improvements or features necessary for its implementation.
Attach additional sheets if necessary): See previous Project Description section of
this document

5.

Property Owner: City of Anaheim
Address: 200 S Anaheim Blvd.
Anaheim, CA 92805
Property Owner: Orange County Flood Control District
Address:300 N Flower St., 6th Floor
Santa Ana, CA 92703-5000

6.

Authorized Agent: City of Anaheim, Executive Director, Convention, Sports and
Entertainment
Address: 800 West Katella Avenue
Anaheim, CA 92802

7.

Provide a description of the existing site’s use and structures (including square
footage): The entire project site is developed with the Honda Center and associated
parking facilities. The Honda Center is a 650,000 square foot arena for sports and
entertainment events and can accommodate a maximum of 18,900 spectators
(depending on seating configuration). The parking lots surrounding the Honda Center
have 3,775 parking spaces to accommodate visitors. The topography of the site is flat.

8.

Is there any demolition proposed?

9.

Site size: 42.61 acres

10.

What is the approximate square footage of impervious surfaces? (parking areas, driveways,
etc.) No new impervious areas are proposed.

11.

Number of floors of proposed construction: The exterior modifications to the Honda
Center include the addition of a 12,000 square foot terrace above a 4,000 square foot
restaurant, a 4,000 square foot team store and a 2,000 square foot box office.

12.

Number of trees to be removed: 0

Honda Center Enhancement Project
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13.

Type of trees to be removed: N/a

14.

Number of on-site parking spaces provided: 3,775

15.

Is the site located on filled land or a slope of 10% grade or more? No

16.

Is this an Affordable Housing Project? No

17.

Square feet of new construction: The exterior modifications to the Honda Center
include the addition of a 12,000 square foot terrace above a 4,000 square foot
restaurant, a 4,000 square foot team store and a 2,000 square foot box office.

18.

Proposed Maximum Building Height: The proposed project is a two story expansion of
an existing building; the maximum building height will not change.

19.

Zoning: The majority of the portion of the project site owned by the City of Anaheim is
within the Public Recreational (PR) Zone; a small segment of the northern parking lot is
within the Transition (T) Zone. The portion of the project site owned by the Orange
County Flood Control District is within the Transition (T) Zone. The entire site is within
the Platinum Triangle Mixed Use (PTMU) Overlay Zone. See Figure 4 for existing
zoning and property ownership.

20.

Are any federal, state or regional permits needed? (List type): Other agencies whose
approval may be required include, but are not limited to: Regional Water Quality Board,
Santa Ana Region; South Coast Air Quality management District; and Orange County
Flood Control District.

21.

Proposed start date of construction:2012

22.

Proposed date of construction completion:

23.

Is the project located on or adjacent to, any habitat conservation area? No

24.

Is the project located within the Scenic Corridor? No

2012

(defined as that area lying easterly of the
intersection of the State Route 55/Costa Mesa and State Route 91/Riverside Freeways, westerly of the Orange County
line, southerly of the BNSF/Metrolink right-of-way, and northerly of the present or any future south city limits of the City of
Anaheim).

25. Is the project located in a Federal, State, or Local (the Colony) Historic District? No

26.
Water Assessment
Residential development of more than 500 dwelling units?
Proposed shopping center or business establishment employing more than
1,000 persons or having more than 500,000 square feet of floor space?
Office building employing more than 1,000 persons or having more than
250,000 square feet of floor space?
Hotel or motel having more than 500 rooms?
Industrial manufacturing or processing plant occupying more than 40 acres
or having more than 650,000 square feet of floor area?
Mixed use project that includes one or more of the above-listed projects?

Yes

No

⌧
⌧
⌧
⌧
⌧
⌧

If any of the above boxes were checked “yes”, you may need to submit a water supply assessment
study. Please contact the City of Anaheim Public Utilities Department, Water Engineering Division at
(714) 765-4238 for further information.

Honda Center Enhancement Project
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27.
Water Quality Management Plan

Yes

New development project creating 10,000 square feet or more of impervious
surface?
Commercial or industrial development (building square footage and paved
parking areas) greater than 100,000 square feet?
Construction of any automotive repair shop?
Restaurant where the land area of the project site is 5,000 square feet or
more?
Hillside development that requires grading of 5,000 square feet or more of
surface area or where existing slopes exceed 25%?
Uncovered impervious parking lot that is 5,000 square feet or more in area?
Redevelopment projects consisting of an addition or replacement of 5,000
or more square feet of impervious area? Replacement of impervious
surfaces, buildings and/or structures when 5,000 or more square feet of soil
is exposed during replacement construction?
Gasoline outlets that are 5,000 square feet or more, or a projected Average
Daily Traffic (ADT) of 100 or more vehicles per day?

No

⌧
⌧
⌧
⌧
⌧
⌧
⌧

If “yes” was checked in any of the above boxes, please contact the City of Anaheim Building Division
at 714-765-5153 regarding the need to prepare a Water Quality Management Plan.

I hereby certify that the statements and information furnished above and in the attached exhibits,
photos, etc., are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Name of Preparer:
Address:
Phone No.:

The Planning Center|DC&E
Relationship: Consultant
3 MacArthur Place, Suite 1100, Santa Ana, CA 92707
(714) 966-9220

Preparer’s signature:

Honda Center Enhancement Project

Date:
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The County of Orange requires that the City notify the County of certain zoning actions. The following
checklist will determine the need for notification. The County will be notified of any “yes” responses to
questions 1 through 4:
1.

Does this zoning action involve adoption or amendment to either
(a) the Anaheim General Plan, (b) a Specific Plan, or (c) a
Reclassification?

Yes

No __

Does this zoning action involve land located east of the
alignment of Weir Canyon Road?

Yes

No

Does this zoning action involve a residential project over
99 acres or 99 units in size?

Yes __ No

Does this zoning action involve a non-residential project over
29 acres or a non-residential project with more
than 99 employees?

Yes

IF YES, COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:
2.

3.

4.

No __

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:
1) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including offsite as well as onsite,
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational
impacts.
2) A list of “Supporting Information Sources” must be attached and other sources used or individuals
contacted should be cited in the Narrative Summary for each section.
3) Response Column Heading Definitions:
a)

Potentially Significant Impact is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect
may be significant. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the
determination is made, an EIR is required.

b)

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Incorporated applies where the incorporation of
mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less
Than Significant Impact”. The mitigation measures must be described, along with a brief
explanation of how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level.

c)

Less Than Significant Impact applies where the project creates no significant impacts, only
Less Than Significant impacts.

d)

No Impact applies where a project does not create an impact in that category. A “No Impact”
answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact
simply does not apply to projects like the one proposed (e.g., the project falls outside of a fault
rupture zone). A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific
factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to
pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

Honda Center Enhancement Project
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4) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to a tiering, program EIR, Master EIR, or other CEQA
process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration (Section
15062(c)(3)(D)). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:
a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.
b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the checklist were within the scope
of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and
state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.
c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated”, describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the
earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.
5) Incorporate into the checklist any references to information sources for potential impacts (e.g., the
General Plan, zoning ordinance). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document should,
where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.
6) The explanation of each issue should identify:
a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and
b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significant.
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AESTHETICS: Would the project:

a)

Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

b)

Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but
not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a State scenic highway or local scenic
expressway, scenic highway, or eligible scenic
highway?

c)

Substantially degrade the existing visual character or
quality of the site and its surroundings?

R

R

R

Q

d)

Create a new source of substantial light or glare which
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the
area?

R

R

Q

R

Narrative Summary:
Questions a and b – No Impact. The Honda Center is located west of the Santa Ana River channel and east SR
57. The project site is fully developed with a 650,000 square foot arena and associated parking areas and does not
contain any natural or undisturbed areas. The SR-57 freeway in the vicinity of the project site is not designated as a
scenic highway. The proposed project would not significantly alter the visual appearance of the existing Honda
Center. As a result, no further analysis of these issues in the EIR is warranted.
Question c – No Impact. Only minor changes will be made to the exterior of the existing Honda Center. These
changes will be consistent with the existing architecture of the building. The proposed project will not result in
changes to the visual character or quality of the site or its surroundings. As a result, no further analysis of this impact
in the EIR is warranted.
Question d – Less Than Significant Impact. The Honda Center holds events that require a certain level of afterhour nighttime lighting. Nighttime illumination of buildings, pedestrian walkways, parking areas, park facilities, and
roadways internal to the project area are currently used to highlight building design features, emphasize prominent
entrances, and create a feeling of security. The proposed project would allow for additional weekly events to be held
at the Honda Center; this change will not modify the current level of illumination that typically occurs for individual
events. Other features of the proposed project, including the expansion of the team store, a restaurant, a relocated
box office and the addition of the 12,000 sq ft outdoor terrace above these uses are not expected to result in
additional illumination/glare. Since the Honda Center already generates considerable nighttime illumination, the
additional events and the minor exterior modifications generated by the project do not represent a significant increase
in nighttime illumination or glare. No further analysis of this impact in the EIR is warranted.

II.

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES:

In determining whether impacts to
agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the
California Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture
and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest
land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment
Project; and the forest carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted
by the California Air Resources Board. Would the project:

a)

Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

R

R

R

Q

b)

Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?

R

R

R

Q
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c)

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220 (g)), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by Government
Code section 51104(g))?

R

R

R

Q

d)

Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use?

R

R

R

Q

e)

Involve other changes in the existing environment,
which, due to their location of nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

R

R

R

Q

Narrative Summary:
Questions a through e – No Impact. Based on the 2002 California Important Farmland Map, there are no areas
designated as Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Local
Importance within or in the vicinity of the project site. The project site is fully developed with a 650,000 square foot
arena and associated parking areas and does not contain any agricultural uses, forest land or timberland. As a
result, no impacts to agricultural resources, forest land or timberland are anticipated and no further analysis of this
issue in the EIR is warranted.

III.

AIR QUALITY:

a)

Conflict with or obstruct
applicable air quality plan?

the

Q

R

R

R

b)

Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially to an existing or projected air quality
violation?

Q

R

R

R

c)

Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is in
non-attainment under an applicable Federal or State
ambient air quality standard (including releasing
emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for
ozone precursors)?

Q

R

R

R

d)

Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations?

Q

R

R

R

e)

Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial
number of people?

R

R

Q

R

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality
management district or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations.
Would the project:
implementation

of

Narrative Summary:
Questions a through d – Potentially Significant Impact. The proposed project would increase the number of
events held at the Honda Center and generate additional vehicle trips. The project would also require minor
construction activities for the expansion of the store and addition of the outdoor terrace. These activities have the
potential to generate short-term construction-related and long-term air emissions that could affect local and regional
air quality. An air quality analysis will be prepared as part of the EIR to determine the project’s potential air quality
impacts and appropriate mitigation measures will be developed.
Question e – Less Than Significant Impact. No heavy equipment will be required to construct the proposed
improvements. However, an occasional "whiff" of diesel exhaust from passing equipment and trucks accessing the
site from public roadways may result. Such brief exhaust odors are an adverse, but not significant, air quality impact.
Odors from food preparation in the restaurant would be controlled by adherence to SCAQMD Rule 402. In addition,
the project site is surrounded by commercial/retail uses, which are not considered sensitive to odors Therefore, odor
impacts would be less than significant and no further analysis of this issue in the EIR is warranted.
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES: Would the project:

a)

Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species identified
as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service?

R

R

R

Q

b)

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in
local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service?

R

R

R

Q

c)

Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool,
coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

R

R

R

Q

d)

Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

R

R

R

Q

e)

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as tree preservation policy or
ordinance?

R

R

R

Q

f)

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or State habitat
conservation plan?

R

R

R

Q

Narrative Summary:
Questions a through d – No Impact. The project site is fully developed with a 650,000 square foot arena and
associated parking areas and does not contain any natural resources on-site. Based on the City of Anaheim General
Plan Green Element, no locally designated species or natural communities, wetland habitats, or wildlife corridors are
known to exist within The Platinum Triangle, where the Honda Center is located. The project site is not part of the
Natural Communities Conservation Plan (NCCP) and would not impact any resources within the NCCP area. The
proposed changes to Honda Center would not result in any impacts to biological resources and no further analysis of
this issue in the EIR is warranted.
Question e – No Impact. The project site is not located in an area where trees are subject to a preservation
ordinance. The proposed project would not increase the total area to be developed by the Honda Center. No further
analysis of this issue in the EIR is warranted.
Question f – No Impact. The project site is not part of any adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. No further analysis in the
EIR is warranted.

V.

CULTURAL RESOURCES: Would the project:

a)

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of a historical resource as defined in §15064.5 of the
CEQA Guidelines and/or identified on the Qualified
Historic Structures list of the Anaheim Colony Historic
District Preservation Plan (July 20, 1999)?

R

R

R

Q

b)

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of an archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5 of
the CEQA Guidelines?

R

R

R

Q
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c)

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geological feature?

R

R

R

Q

d)

Disturb any human remains, including those interred
outside of formal cemeteries?

R

R

R

Q

Narrative Summary:
Question a through d – No Impact. The project site is fully developed with a 650,000 square foot arena and
associated parking areas and does not contain any cultural resources on-site. The Honda Center was built in 1991
and is not considered historic. Also, there are no known prehistoric/historic archaeological sites located within the
project area. No grading to an increased depth will be required as part of project implementation and the potential for
impacting any subsurface cultural resources is considered remote. No further assessment of this issue in the EIR is
warranted.

VI.
a)

GEOLOGY AND SOILS: Would the project:
Expose people or structures to potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:
i)

Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated
on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault
Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the
area or based on other substantial evidence of a
known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and
Geology Special Publication 42.

R

R

R

Q

ii)

Strong seismic ground shaking?

R
R

R
R

Q
Q

R
R

R
R
R

R
R
R

R
Q
Q

Q
R
R

iii) Seismic-related
liquefaction?
iv)

ground

failure,

including

Landslides?

b)

Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

c)

Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or
that would become unstable as a result of the project,
and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

d)

Be located on expansive soil, as described by Section
1802.3.2 of the California Building Code (2007),
creating substantial risks to life or property?

R

R

Q

R

e)

Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use
of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal
systems where sewers are not available for the disposal
of waste water?

R

R

R

Q
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Question a (i) – No Impact. The project site does not lie on any active or potentially active earthquake faults (City of
Anaheim 2004). Although no Alquist-Priolo fault zones run though the City of Anaheim, two major fault zones are in
close proximity to the City boundaries. The Newport-Inglewood fault zone runs past the City on the southwest, and
the Whittier-Elsinore fault zone runs past the City on the northeast. Potentially active fault zones, including the
Norwalk, El Moderno, and Peralta Hills fault zones, also run in close proximity to the City. The closest fault to the
project site is the El Moderno Fault. Although the exact location of this fault is not known, it is approximately three to
five miles northeast of the proposed project site (City of Anaheim 2004). No active or potentially active faults run
through the proposed project site and no impacts would occur. No further analysis in the EIR is warranted.
Question a (ii, iii) – Less Than Significant Impact. The project site is in a seismically active area and the
proposed project may be subject to seismic ground shaking. Although there are no Alquist-Priolo fault zones running
through the City of Anaheim, there are a number of faults surrounding the City that could cause seismic ground
shaking on the project site (City of Anaheim 2004). The City of Anaheim requires that all new construction and
existing buildings meet building standards for earthquake safety through the provisions of Section 15.03, Building
Standard Codes, and Section 15.07, Earthquake Hazard Reduction in Existing Buildings, of the Anaheim municipal
code. Section 15.07 of the municipal code specifically requires that buildings not meeting earthquake safety
requirements must either be demolished or altered in order to meet the standards (City of Anaheim Municipal Code
Section 15.07.050.010). To ensure the proposed project meets building requirements, plans shall demonstrate
compliance with the requirements of State of California Special Publication 117A or latest version (Guidelines for
Evaluating and Mitigating Seismic Hazards). Specifically, the design of the proposed project will be based on a soils
investigation and will include a foundation system to account for the potential effects of soil liquefaction to reduce the
impacts of strong seismic groundshaking. No further analysis in the EIR is warranted.

Question a (iv) – No Impact. The project area is already developed and does not contain any major slopes on or in
the immediate vicinity. No impacts from landslides are anticipated. No further analysis in the EIR is warranted.
Question b – Less Than Significant Impact. The Honda Center property is developed and covered with paved
surfaces. Additionally, only minimal exterior additions to the Honda Center will be made. Based on these factors, no
further grading or excavation activities are anticipated. The potential for loss of topsoil and/or erosion is therefore less
than significant. No further evaluation in the EIR is warranted.
Question c – Less Than Significant Impact. The Honda Center property is developed and covered with paved
surfaces. The project site is not on an unstable geologic unit or soil base. The site is underlain with Holocene
alluvium, deposited between 1,000 and 10,000 years ago (City of Anaheim 2004). The flat terrain, previous
development, and compacting of the project site reduces the potential for landslides, lateral spreading, or collapse to
occur. Due to these factors, the site is not susceptible to liquefaction. Subsidence would occur when large amounts
of groundwater pumping or mineral extraction would cause a lowering of elevation. There are no oil or gas wells or
water wells within the vicinity of the project site, and risk of subsidence is low (City of Anaheim 2004). Therefore, no
significant geologic impacts are anticipated. No further evaluation in the EIR is warranted. .
Question d – Less Than Significant Impact. According to the original Anaheim Arena EIR, the near-surface soils
within The Honda Center consist of alluvium deposits of moderately compact, fine and fine-to-medium sand with
occasional traces of gravel and infrequent seams of silt. As a result, the expansion potential for these soils is
considered low. In addition, the design of the project would be in conformance with the California Building Code
(CBC) and the Anaheim Municipal Code, Title 17 Land Development Resources. Application of the existing
regulations identified in the Municipal Code and CBC and grading regulations would minimize the risk associated with
any development proposed within areas containing expansive soils. This issue will not be analyzed further in the
EIR.
Question e – No Impact. The proposed project would not involve the use of septic tanks or alternative sewer
disposal systems. The project would incorporate the use of City sewer lines and sewer disposal systems. Therefore,
no impact would result from project implementation and no further analysis of this issue in the EIR is warranted.

VII.
a)

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS: Would the project
Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the
environment?

Honda Center Enhancement Project

27

Q

R

R

R

Initial Study

City of Anaheim

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
b)

Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation
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Questions a and b – Potentially Significant Impact. The proposed project would increase the number of events
held at the Honda Center and generate additional vehicle trips. The project would also require minor construction
activities for the expansion of the store and addition of the outdoor terrace. These activities have the potential to
generate short-term construction-related and long-term greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions that could affect local and
regional air quality. An air quality analysis will be prepared as part of the EIR to determine the project’s potential GHG
impacts and appropriate mitigation measures will be developed.

VIII.

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS: Would the project:

a)

Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

R

R

Q

R

b)

Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment?

R

R

Q

R

c)

Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste
within one-quarter-mile of an existing or proposed
school?

R

R

Q

R

d)

Be located on a site which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

R

R

Q

R

e)

For a project located within an airport land use plan
(Los Alamitos Armed Forces Reserve Center or
Fullerton Municipal Airport), would the project result in a
safety hazard for people residing or working in the
project area?

R

R

R

Q

f)

For a project located within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, heliport, or helistop, would the project result in a
safety hazard for people residing or working in the
project area?

R

R

Q

R

g)

Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

R

R

Q

R

h)

Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss,
injury or death involving wildland fires, including where
wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where
residences are intermixed with wildlands?

R

R

R

Q

i)

Include a new or retrofitted stormwater treatment
control Best Management Practice (BMP), e.g., water
quality treatment basin, constructed treatment wetlands,
etc.), the operation of which could result in significant
environmental effects (e.g., increased vectors and
noxious odors)?

R

R

R

Q
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Narrative Summary:
Question a – Less Than Significant Impact. Various hazardous materials are currently used and stored by the
Honda Center. Such materials include cleaning chemicals, fuels, and other hydrocarbon products, solvents, etc, used
during operations of the facilities and for maintenance purposes. Additional events would be expected to result in an
small increase in use of these products. However, businesses are required to obtain permits and maintain records
regarding the storage, use and disposal of hazardous material. Adhering to the existing permitting process would
ensure that less than significant hazard to the public or the environment occur as result of project implementation. No
further assessment of this issue in the EIR is warranted.
Question b and d – Less Than Significant Impact. Database records searches were conducted as part of the
Anaheim Stadium Area Master Land Use Plan FEIR No. 321 in 1999 and the FSEIR No. 332 in 2005 to identify
properties that could potentially pose a variety of environmental hazards within the boundaries of The Platinum
Triangle. The Honda Center property was not listed as a hazardous materials site. Action status on many of the
identified properties were “closed” and required no further remediation and some were undergoing environmental
remediation In addition, existing Federal and State regulations that govern hazardous material and waste
management help to minimize the release of hazardous materials into the environment. As a result, implementation
of the Honda Center improvements is not expected to result in the release of hazardous materials into the
environment and no further discussion in the EIR is warranted.
Question c – Less Than Significant Impact. There are no schools located within one-quarter mile of the Honda
Center. Additionally, use or handling of hazardous materials or substances within the project site would comply with
appropriate state and federal rules and regulations through permitting process. No unauthorized use of hazardous
materials would be allowed. The project site is occupied by a 650,000 square foot arena and the proposed
improvements would not result in substantial adverse impact to school population due to increased amount of
hazardous emissions or handling of hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste. No additional
analysis in the EIR is warranted.
Question e – No Impact. The project area is not within the adopted Airport Land Use Plan for the Los Alamitos
Armed Forces Reserve Center or Fullerton Municipal Airport. Therefore, this issue will not be addressed further in
the EIR.
Question f – Less Than Significant Impact. The heliport safety hazards include hazards posed to aircraft from
structures located within navigable airspace and crash hazards posed by aircraft to people and property on the
ground. There are two heliports in the project vicinity: the North Net Training Facility and UC Irvine Medical Center.
The Anaheim Police Department (APD) also uses the parking lot at the Angel Stadium of Anaheim for helicopter
training exercises. The primary risks associated with heliports and training areas are take-offs and landings.
The North Net Training Center is approximately 1.5 miles south of the project site. The flight path for this facility is
along the Santa Ana River channel; flights landing and taking-off head directly for the channel and continue north or
south.
The UC Irvine Medical Center heliport is approximately three miles south of the project site, across I-5. The flight
pattern from this facility runs along the Santa Ana River channel and the project area is not within the overflight
contours for the facility. Therefore, the proposed project would not expose future residents to hazards associated
with operation of this heliport.
The parking lot of Angel Stadium of Anaheim is used by the APD for helicopter training exercises. The general flight
path is over the Santa Ana riverbed from the south side of the parking lot. The APD has used the western portion of
the parking lot in the past but has discontinued this practice. The use of the stadium parking lot for training exercises
does not pose a safety concern given the flight patterns currently used by the APD.
The Honda Center is an existing structure; the minor improvements to the Honda Center proposed by the applicant
would not present a risk greater than any already present. Additionally, as no heliports are located immediately
adjacent to the Honda Center, risks associated with take-off and landing are less than significant. Therefore, the
proposed project would not expose individuals working or attending events at the Honda Center to heliport safety
hazards. No further discussion of this subject in the EIR is warranted.
Question g – Less Than Significant Impact. The City of Anaheim has an emergency preparedness plan that
complies with State law and interfaces with other cities and counties within Southern California. The plan outlines the
operations that shall be taken in the event of a disaster. It also allows for coordination with other agencies in the
event that Anaheim is affected by a disaster elsewhere. The plan addresses a warning system, emergency
broadcast system (EBS), Emergency Operations Center (EOC), and shelter system. The plan provides a foundation
to conduct operations and coordinate the management of critical resources during emergencies. It also provides the
framework for which nongovernmental agencies and organizations that have resources needed to meet emergency
requirements are integrated into the program.
The City of Anaheim also participates in the Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS). The
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services administers SEMS and coordinates multi-agency responses to disasters.
Honda Center Enhancement Project
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SEMS is required by the California Government Code and was developed to provide a “common language” for
emergency response personnel to request resources and equipment from other agencies. In addition to resource
allocation, SEMS was established to minimize the duplication of efforts during emergency response by defining
common tactics and identifying a clear chain of command. The SEMS program is developed to respond to incidents
as they occur, and does not provide long-term recovery guidelines.
The proposed project would not alter the development patterns of the project area. Only minimal additions to the
existing Honda Center structure will be made, and no additional parking spaces will be added. Therefore, while the
additional events held will generate trips on additional days, these trips will be similar in character to those currently
generated by the Honda Center. Consequently, no changes must be made to adopted emergency plans in order to
accommodate the project; The project will not interfere with adopted emergency plans or escape routes and no
further analysis in the EIR is necessary.
Question h – No Impact. The project area is developed with commercial uses and no undeveloped wildland areas
are adjacent to the project site. The proposed project would not expose people or structures to a significant risk of
loss, injury or death involving wildland fires. No further analysis in the EIR is necessary.
Question i – No Impact. The project site is already developed with a 650,000 square foot arena and associated
parking areas. Thus, the project would not increase the amount of impervious surface and the runoff rates are
expected to remain approximately the same compared to the existing conditions. The proposed project would not
increase the runoff volume from the project site and no upgrades to existing drainage facilities would be required. As
such, the impacts related to increased vectors and noxious odors are not considered significant and no further
analysis would be provided in the EIR.

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY: Would the project:
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge
R
b)

requirements?
Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there
would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of
the local groundwater table level (e.g., the production
rate of pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a level
which would not support existing land uses or planned
uses for which permits have been granted)?

R

Q

R

R

R

Q

R

c)

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the
site or area, including through alteration of the course of
a stream or river, in a manner which would result in
substantial erosion or siltation on-site or off-site?

R

R

R

Q

d)

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the
site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, or substantially increase the
rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which
would result in flooding on-site or off-site?

R

R

R

Q

e)

Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed
the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage
systems or provide substantial additional sources of
pollutant runoff?

R

R

R

Q

f)

Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?

g)

Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as
mapped on a Federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood
Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation
map?

R
R

R
R

R
R

Q
Q

h)

Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures
which would impede or redirect flood flows?

R

R

R

Q

i)

Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss,
injury, or death involving flooding, including flooding as
a result of the failure of a levee or dam?

R

R

R

Q

j)

Inundation by seiche or mudflow?

R

R

R

Q
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k)

Substantially degrade water quality by contributing
pollutants from areas of material storage, vehicle or
equipment fueling, vehicle or equipment maintenance
(including washing), waste handling, hazardous
materials handling, or storage, delivery areas, loading
docks or other outdoor work areas?

R

R

R

Q

l)

Substantially degrade water quality by discharge which
affects the beneficial uses (i.e., swimming, fishing, etc.)
of the receiving waters?

R

R

R

Q

m) Potentially impact stormwater runoff from construction
activities?

R

R

Q

R

n)

Potentially impact stormwater from post construction
activities?

R

R

Q

R

o)

Create the potential for significant changes in the flow
velocity or volume of stormwater runoff to cause
environmental harm?

R

R

R

Q

p)

Create significant increases in erosion of the project site
or surrounding areas?

R

R

Q

R

Narrative Summary:
Question a, m, and n – Less Than Significant Impact. Since the project area is already developed and entirely
covered with paved surfaces, the proposed project would not increase the area of impervious surfaces. Although
during construction activities there may be a potential for surface water runoff to carry sediment and small quantities
of pollutants into the stormwater system, the State General Construction Permit would ensure that a Stormwater
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) is prepared and implemented at sites greater than one acre and the City’s
Grading Ordinance requires an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan as part of that permit. A Water Quality
Management Plan (WQMP) is prepared in accordance with the City’s National Pollution Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) requirements and the Orange County Drainage Area Management Plan. The SWPPP, in
conjunction with the WQMP, will describe the structural and nonstructural Best Management Practices (BMPs) that
will be implemented during construction (short-term) within the project area as well as BMPs for long-term operation
of the Honda Center. The proposed project would be required to comply with current water quality regulations
associated with the City of Anaheim’s Local Implementation Plan, the Orange County Drainage Area Management
Plan and the County area-wide MS4 Storm Water Runoff Permit. Therefore, the potential for the proposed project to
violate and water quality standards or waste discharge regulations is less than significant and no further analysis of
this issue in the EIR is warranted.
Question b – Less Than Significant Impact. The Honda Center is developed and completely paved. Project
implementation would not require grading or paving beyond what is already in existence. Therefore, the proposed
project will not cause any additional interference with ground water recharge. Additionally, the project would not
install any groundwater wells, and would not otherwise directly withdraw any groundwater. The City of Anaheim
Public Utilities Department currently meets the water needs of the Honda Center and it is unlikely that the additional
events and minor facility improvements associated with this project would require the Honda Center to seek
additional sources of water. Only one additional event per week is proposed and peak water demand would not
exceed current conditions. Therefore, the potential for the proposed project to substantially deplete the groundwater
table is less than significant. No further analysis of this issue is needed.
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Questions c, d and o – No Impact. The project site is already developed with a 650,000 square foot arena and
associated parking areas. Thus, the project would not increase the amount of impervious surface and the runoff
rates are expected to remain approximately the same compared to the existing conditions. The proposed project
would not increase the runoff volume from the project site and no upgrades to existing drainage facilities would be
required. As such, the impacts are not considered significant and no further analysis would be provided in the EIR.
Questions e and f- No Impact. The Honda Center consists of a 650,000 square foot arena and associated parking
areas. As discussed above, the project would not increase the amount of impervious surface and the runoff rates are
expected to remain approximately the same compared to the existing conditions. Therefore, the additional events
that would be held at the Honda Center and the minor improvements would not substantially add to the runoff already
generated by the Honda Center, nor would they substantially degrade water quality. Impact to runoff volume and
water quality would not be significant. No further discussion of this issue in the EIR is warranted.
Questions g though i – No Impact. According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM), the project site is located in the X Zone that is protected by levees (FIRM Map No.
06059C0142J). The levees located to the east of the project site along the Santa Ana River are designed to contain
the 1% chance flood (100-year flood). While overtopping of the levee or failure of the levee is possible, the proposed
project would not result in substantial modifications to the existing Honda Center or its parking lots and, thus, would
not result in greater flooding impacts than existing conditions. No further analysis in the EIR is warranted.
Question j – No Impact. The project site is developed with an arena and parking lots and exhibits flat topography.
Therefore, the project site would not be subject to mudflow. No water bodies are located within the project area that
could produce a seiche during a seismic event. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated and no further assessment of
this issue is warranted in the EIR.
Questions k and l – No Impact. The project involves one additional weekly event at the Honda Center, as well as
some minor improvements to the existing structure, including: the addition of a terrace, the expansion of the team
store, and the addition of a restaurant to serve patrons of the Honda Center. These uses typically do not include
activities such as material storage, vehicle or equipment fueling, vehicle or equipment maintenance (including
washing), waste handling, or hazardous materials handling; and limited storage, delivery area, loading docks, or
other outdoor work areas. Construction-related runoff may affect the beneficial uses of the receiving waters.
However, the project would be required to comply with current water quality regulations associated with the City of
Anaheim’s Local Implementation Plan, the Orange County Drainage Area Management Plan, and the County-wide
MS4 Storm Water Runoff Permit. The project site is currently developed and implementation of the proposed project
would not be greater than the current water quality conditions. No further analysis is necessary in the EIR.
Question p – Less Than Significant Impact. The Honda Center property is developed and covered with paved
surfaces. Additionally, only minimal exterior additions to the Honda Center will be made. Based on these factors, no
further grading or excavation activities are anticipated. The potential for loss of topsoil and/or erosion is therefore less
than significant. No further evaluation in the EIR is warranted.

X.

LAND USE AND PLANNING: Would the project

a)

Physically divide an established community?

b)

Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or
regulation of any agency with jurisdiction over the
project (including, but not limited to the general plan,
specific plan, local coastal program, or zoning
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect?

c)

Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or
natural community conservation plan?
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Narrative Summary:
Question a – No Impact. The proposed project would result in one additional weekly event at the Honda Center, as
well as minor modifications to the existing building. No physical division of an established community would result
from the proposed project. No further assessment of this issue is warranted in the EIR.
Question b – Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project will not result in changes to any applicable land
use plan, policy, or regulation of any agency with jurisdiction of the project, with the exception of the proposed zone
reclassification from the Transition (T) Zone to the Public Recreational (PR) Zone for a portion of the project site.
This reclassification would not remove the Platinum Triangle Mixed Use (PTMU) Overlay Zone from the properties.
The PTMU Overlay Zone is consistent with the properties’ Mixed Use General Plan Land Use Designation. The
proposed Public Recreation (PR) Zone is consistent with the balance of the Honda Center properties. No further
assessment of this issue is warranted in the EIR.
Question c – No Impact. The project area is not part of a habitat conservation plan or natural community
conservation plan. Therefore, the project will not conflict with any conservation plans and no further analysis in the
EIR is needed.

XI.
a)

MINERAL RESOURCES: Would the project:
Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral
resource that would be of value to the region and the
residents of the State?

R

R

R

Q

Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important
R
R
R
Q
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local
general plan, specific plan or other land use?
Narrative Summary:
Questions a and b – No Impact. The project area does not contain any mineral resources. The project area is not
identified in the City of Anaheim General Plan (Figure G-4, Mineral Resource Map) as Regionally Significant
Aggregate Resource Area. Implementation of the proposed project would not result in the loss of the availability of
mineral resources that would be of regional value. Therefore, no additional discussion of this issue in the EIR is
necessary.
b)

XII.

NOISE: Would the project result in:

a)

Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in
excess of standards established in the local general
plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of
other agencies?

Q

R

R

R

b)

Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

Q

R

R

R

c)

A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing without
the project?

Q

R

R

R

d)

A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient
noise levels in the project vicinity above levels existing
without the project?

Q

R

R

R

e)

For a project located within an airport land use plan
(Los Alamitos Armed Forces Reserve Center or
Fullerton Municipal Airport), would the project expose
people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

R

R

R

Q

f)

For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip,
heliport or helistop, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to excessive
noise levels?

R

R

Q

R
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Narrative Summary:
Questions a through d – Potentially Significant Impact. The proposed project would increase the number of
events held at the Honda Center and generate additional vehicle trips. The project would also require minor
construction activities for the expansion of the store and addition of the outdoor terrace. These activities have the
potential generate additional noise impacts. Potential noise impacts of the proposed project will be discussed in the
EIR.
Question e – No Impact. The project is not located within an airport land use plan or within the vicinity of a private
airstrip. No further discussion warranted in the EIR.
Question f – Less Than Significant Impact. The Honda Center site is within the vicinity of two heliports: the UCI
Medical Center and the North Net Fire Training Center. The Anaheim Police Department also uses the parking lot at
Angel Stadium of Anaheim for helicopter training exercises. However, the Honda Center is already in operation and
the minor changes associated with the project would not expose a significant amount of additional persons to
excessive noise levels due to these helicopter operations. No further discussion warranted in the EIR.

XIII.

POPULATION AND HOUSING: Would the project:

a)

Induce substantial population growth in an area, either
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through the
extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

R

R

Q

R

b)

Displace substantial numbers of existing housing,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?

R

R

R

Q

c)

Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

R

R

R

Q

Narrative Summary:
Question a – Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project does not include development of new housing.
The proposed restaurant, expanded team store and relocated box office are not anticipated to induce substantial
population growth in the area. No further discussion of this issue in the EIR is warranted.
Questions b and c – No Impact. The proposed project will involve minor modifications to the existing Honda Center
and additional events. Therefore, no people or housing units will be displaced. No further analysis of this issue is
needed.

XIV.

a)

PUBLIC SERVICES: Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or
physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the public services:
R
R
R
R
R

Fire protection?

b)

Police protection?

c)

Schools?

d)

Parks?

e)

Other public facilities?
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Narrative Summary:
Questions a and b – Less Than Significant Impact. The additional events to be held at the center are similar to
those already occurring at the facility. As a result, police and fire protection services are already being provided to the
Honda Center. The addition of one additional event per week (on average) would not require additional police and
fire facilities for staffing these events. Further analysis of this issue in the EIR is not necessary.
Questions c through e – No Impact. The modifications to the Honda Center do not include housing units and thus
will not generate permanent residents requiring the use of school or park services. Further analysis of this issue in
the EIR is not necessary.

XV.RECREATION: Would the project:
a)

Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional
parks or other recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would
occur or be accelerated?

R

R

R

Q

b)

Include recreational facilities or require the construction
or expansion of recreational facilities which might have
an adverse physical effect on the environment?

R

R

R

Q

Narrative Summary:
Questions a and b – No Impact. The proposed project will not increase the seating capacity of the Honda Center
and average event attendance per event is not expected to increase substantially. Additionally, the proposed project
will not generate permanent residents to the City of Anaheim. Therefore, the proposed project will not increase the
use of existing neighborhood or regional parks, nor will it include or require the construction/expansion of recreational
facilities. No further discussion of this issue is necessary.

XVI.

TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC: Would the project:

a)

Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy
establishing measures of effectiveness for the
performance of the circulation system, taking into
account all modes of transportation including mass
transit and non-motorized travel and relevant
components of the circulation system, including but not
limited to intersections, streets, highways and freeways,
pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass transit?

Q

R

R

R

b)

Conflict with an applicable congestion management
program, including, but not limited to level of service
standards and travel demand measures, or other
standards established by the county congestion
management agency for designated roads or
highways?

Q

R

R

R

c)

Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either
an increase in traffic levels or change in location that
results in substantial safety risks?

R

R

R

Q

d)

Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or
incompatible uses?

Q

R

R

R

e)

Result in inadequate emergency access?

f)

Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs
regarding public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities,
or otherwise decrease the performance of such
facilities?

R
R

R
R

Q
R

R
Q

Honda Center Enhancement Project

35

Initial Study

City of Anaheim

Potentially
Significant
Impact

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

Narrative Summary:
Questions a, b and d – Potentially Significant Impact. Implementation of the project would cause an increase in
the number of vehicle trips during events on roads and at intersections. Pedestrian activity would increase during
events due to the location of several smaller remote parking lots on adjacent parcels and the proximity of the
Amtrak/Metrolink station. A traffic and circulation study will be prepared for the EIR to determine the project’s
potential traffic and circulation impacts, including compliance with level of service standards established for
designated roads and highways in the vicinity of the project. Mitigation measures will be identified, as necessary.
Question c – No Impact. There are two heliports in the project vicinity: the North Net Training Facility and UC Irvine
Medical Center. The Anaheim Police Department also uses the parking lot at Angel Stadium of Anaheim for
helicopter training exercises. There are no private airstrips within the City.
Heliport safety hazards include hazards posed to aircraft from structures located within navigable airspace and crash
hazards posed by aircraft to people and property on the ground. The primary risks associated with heliports are takeoffs and landings. The City typically seeks to minimize public exposure to heliport-related risks primarily through
minimizing the siting of incompatible land uses surrounding the City’s existing heliports.
The Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) of Orange County assists local agencies to ensure that there are no direct
conflicts with land uses, noise, or other issues that would impact the functionality and safety of heliport operations.
The ALUC requires that local jurisdictions’ general plans and zoning ordinances are consistent with Airport Environs
Land Use Plans (AELUPs), which contain noise contours, restrictions for types of construction and building heights in
navigable air space, as well as requirements impacting the establishment or construction of sensitive uses within
close proximity to airports and heliports. It is anticipated that following AELUP guidelines will help reduce hazards
related to heliports within the project area and the impacts would be less than significant. No further analysis in the
EIR is warranted.
Question e – Less Than Significant Impact. Although the proposed project would increase the number of events
at the Honda Center, all vehicle access will be maintained in accordance with the requirements of the City Engineer
to reduce any emergency access impacts at the Honda Center. The City currently implements a number of traffic
management procedures for all events at the Honda Center. Therefore, less than significant impact would result from
the project implementation and no further evaluation in the EIR is necessary.
Question f – No Impact. The Honda Center is located within the Platinum Triangle. The Platinum Triangle Master
Land Use Plan promotes alternative forms of transportation by integrating design standards for bus stops, enhanced
pedestrian walkways, and the regional bike system. In addition, the proposed Anaheim Regional Transportation
Intermodal Center (ARTIC) is located less than a half mile from the Honda Center, providing bus and train service to
the project area when completed. The proposed project will continue to promote alternative mode of transportation
and comply with the design standards of The Platinum Triangle. No additional analysis in the EIR is necessary

XVII.

UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS: Would the project:
a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the
R

R

Q

R

applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board?
b)

Require or result in the construction of new water or
wastewater treatment facilities (including sewer
(wastewater) collection facilities) or expansion of
existing facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects?

Q

R

R

R

c)

Require or result in the construction of new storm water
drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

R

R

Q

R

d)

Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the
project (including large scale developments as defined
by Public Resources Code Section 21151.9 and
described in Question No. 26 of the Environmental/
Project Information Form) from existing entitlements
and resources, or are new or expanded entitlements
needed?

Q

R

R

R
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e)

Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider which serves or may serve the project that it
has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected
demand in addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?

Q

R

R

R

f)

Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity
to accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal
needs?

R

R

Q

R

g)

Comply with Federal, State, and local statutes and
regulations related to solid waste?

R

R

Q

R

h)

Result in a need for new systems or supplies, or
substantial alterations related to electricity?

R

R

Q

R

i)

Result in a need for new systems or supplies, or
substantial alterations related to natural gas?

R

R

Q

R

j)

Result in a need for new systems or supplies, or
substantial alterations related to telephone service?

R

R

Q

R

k)

Result in a need for new systems or supplies, or
substantial
alterations
related
to
television
service/reception?

R

R

Q

R

Narrative Summary:
Questions a, c, h and i – Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project involves the addition of one event
per week (on average) at the Honda Center. Peak stormwater generation and electrical and natural gas consumption
would not be greater than existing conditions. The project would not require the implementation of new electrical,
natural gas and/or stormwater drainage facilities that would connect to existing utility systems provided by the City of
Anaheim and other agencies. The project will only include the relocation of such utilities. No additional analysis in
the EIR is necessary.
Questions b, d and e – Potentially Significant Impact. The proposed project will slightly increase annual water
consumption and wastewater generation as compared to existing conditions, although peak conditions would not
change. Based on coordination with utility/service providers, the EIR will evaluate impacts to utility/service systems,
the EIR will determine the existing conditions and impacts of the project on utility/service systems, and assess
environmental impacts. The EIR will also evaluate consistency of the project with applicable statutes and regulations
related to public services and utilities and potential physical impacts associated with implementation of utility
systems.
Questions f and g – Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project will increase solid waste generation.
Solid waste collected within the City of Anaheim is processed through a material recovery facility. Any residue from
processing is taken to the Olinda Alpha Landfill located in North Orange county. The landfill is scheduled to close in
December, 2021; however, the County of Orange has short and long term plans to assure the availability of waste
disposal locations. The project will comply with all Federal, State and/or local statues or regulations. No additional
analysis in the EIR is necessary.
Question j – Less Than Significant Impact. The Honda Center is already being served by telephone service, and
the proposed project will not increase the demand on the telephone service system. Further discussion of this issue
in the EIR is not warranted.
Question k – Less Than Significant Impact. Time-Warner provides cable television service to the City of Anaheim
and the existing Honda Center. No additional impacts are anticipated as a result of project implementation. Further
discussion of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.

XVIII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE
a.

Does the project have the potential to degrade the
quality of the environment, substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community,
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California history or
prehistory?
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b.

Does the project have impacts that are individually
limited, but cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively
considerable" means that the incremental effects of a
project are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, the effects of other
current projects, and the effects of probable future
projects.)

Q

R

R

R

c.

Does the project have environmental effects which will
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings,
either directly or indirectly?

Q

R

R

R

Narrative Summary:
Question A – No Impact. Because the project site is already developed, the additional events and building
modifications to the Honda Center associated with the project would not impact biological and cultural resources as
compared to current uses. No further discussion on this issue is warranted.
Questions B – Potentially Significant Impact. As discussed above, development of the proposed project would
result in potentially significant impacts to air quality, greenhouse gas emissions, noise, transportation, and utilities.
The project has the potential to result in cumulative impacts and affect the human environment. Because of this
potential for significant adverse effects, an EIR will be prepared for the project.
Question C – Potentially Significant Impact. As discussed above, development of the proposed project would
result in potentially significant impacts to air quality, greenhouse gas emissions, noise, transportation, and utilities.
The project has the potential to result in cumulative impacts and affect the human environment. Because of this
potential for significant adverse effects, an EIR will be prepared for the project.
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Fish and Game Determination
(Per Section 21089(b) of the Public Resources Code, all project applicants and public agencies
subject to the California Environmental Quality Act shall pay a Fish and Game filing fee for each
project that would adversely affect wildlife resources.)*
Based on the responses contained in this Environmental Checklist, there is no evidence that the
proposed project has a potential for a change that would adversely affect wildlife resources or
the habitat upon which the wildlife depends. Has the presumption of adverse effect set forth in
14 CCR 753.5 (d) been rebutted by substantial evidence?
X

Yes (Certificate of Fee Exemption)
No (Pay fee)

*Note: Fish and Game Code Section 711.4(c)(2)(A) states that projects that are Categorically
Exempt from CEQA are also exempt from filing fee.
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