May 14, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: City of Anaheim – BUILD Planning Grant Request: Anaheim Connects
Dear Secretary Chao:
As Mayor of the City of Anaheim, I am excited to share our City’s vision for a truly
transformational multi-modal planning project – one that would address current mobility
challenges, while also integrating transportation choices into the design of massive private
sector developments. Our City is honored to apply for this opportunity to partner with the
U.S. Department of Transportation through the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development (BUILD) grant program.
One of my top priorities is to encourage a thriving business community and economic
development that creates jobs and housing to meet the needs of residents and businesses. I
am proud of our contributions to the regional and national economies. More than 20 million
people visit Anaheim each year to conduct business, attend conferences, or vacation.
Supporting this economic engine are thousands of hard-working families, working 24/7 shifts
in the hospitality, construction, managerial, tourism, and business sectors, to name a few.
Transportation and ease of mobility either propels us forward or crushes our ability to be
innovative. Our proposed project propels us forward!
Anaheim is California’s 10th most populated city and the 54th most populated city in the
United States. And, as a member of the United States Conference of Mayors, I have been
honored to personally meet with President Trump during the recent White House discussion
on Transforming America’s Communities, and participate in briefings with Senior
Administration Officials on pertinent community issues including driving urban
revitalization through innovative tools and facilitating economic development through
deregulation.
I also had the honor of welcoming President Trump during his visit to Southern California on
February 18, 2020 and attending a briefing regarding preparing for the 2028 Olympics,
immediately thereafter. The City of Anaheim will serve as a significant host city for 2028
Olympic events, due to our large-scale venues (Anaheim Convention Center – largest on the
West Coast, Honda Center, and Angel Stadium) and hotel capacity.
What we are proposing with BUILD funds is to develop a conceptual design plan shaped by
the goals and vision of my Transit Options Task Force, as well as other planning efforts, to
create innovative transit solutions that are built into the fabric of residential and commercial
development. Something that is not an “afterthought” with regard to the development of
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important mobility/ transportation corridors and housing/commercial development. What is
envisioned is an innovative, seamless, and connecting multi-modal system.
Accordingly, we are eager to move forward with the BUILD planning project, and greatly
appreciate your consideration of our application. I look forward to what we can BUILD
together!
Respectfully submitted,

Harry Sidhu
Mayor, City of Anaheim

May 8, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: BUILD PLANNING GRANT REQUEST – ANAHEIM CONNECTS
Dear Secretary Chao:
It is with great pleasure that I write to you today on behalf of the Anaheim Transportation Network (ATN).
ATN is the City of Anaheim’s public transportation provider with a fleet of more than 80 buses (with 50%
all-electric by this fall) and operating a micro-transit program in downtown Anaheim. Simply put, we move
Anaheim’s workforce, families, and visitors each and every day. We also provide transit service to amenities
in the cities of Buena Park, Costa Mesa, and Orange, along with direct connections to the entire Southern
California region via train.
We are pleased to partner with the City to explore new and innovative approaches for our East/West
corridor as we strive to improve circulation for all modes from our Platinum Triangle – where the Angel
Stadium, ARTIC, and Honda Center are undergoing transformational mixed-use redevelopment – to the
Anaheim Convention Center and Disney Resort. This corridor cannot sustain additional development
without alternative transportation solutions. The Anaheim Connects plan will identify solutions to improve
circulation and address event congestion problems while concurrently infusing transit and multi-modal
alternatives into the fabric of new development. The time to weave transit into development is before and
during development - - that time is right now.
I strongly encourage you to give favorable consideration to the City of Anaheim’s BUILD planning grant
request. ATN stands ready to assist in the City in conducting community and private stakeholder outreach
through this planning grant. We are excited about the innovations this opportunity will accomplish for our
region.
Sincerely,

Diana Kotler
Executive Director
Anaheim Transportation Network

TIM J RYAN

President/CEO

Anaheim Arena Management, LLC

714.704.2432
tryan@hondacenter.com
Presented by

2695 East Katella Avenue
Anaheim, California 92806

May 8, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE: Support for City of Anaheim, CA BUILD Grant Proposal
Dear Madam Secretary:
The Anaheim Ducks and Honda Center support the City of Anaheim’s efforts to secure funding through the
U.S. Department of Transportation’s BUILD program.
The proposed planning effort, known as Anaheim Connects, will provide much needed transit and active
transportation solutions for the Platinum Triangle. The plan addresses current and future transit needs for
our employees and guests, including those traveling from the Anaheim Convention Center and The Anaheim
Resort. It will also provide the infrastructure needed to support future development growth, including our 115acre, mixed-use development planned for the property surrounding Honda Center
Honda Center (seating capacity approximately 18,000) has been home to the professional hockey team, the
Anaheim Ducks, since 1993. For over 25 years, Honda Center has served as the premier live entertainment
venue for Orange County, home to 3 million people.
The project will help reduce congestion near Honda Center as well as provide transportation options for guests
who attend hockey games and other events. The Project will also provide multi-modal transit solutions during
the 2028 Summer Olympic games. The Honda Center is honored to have been selected as the host for indoor
Olympic volleyball events.
Anaheim’s BUILD project will provide the plan for building new infrastructure that ultimately supports additional
growth and new jobs, both short-term construction jobs and long-term, permanent jobs, as well as reduces
congestion in and around the City.
Thank you for your review and consideration of Anaheim’s bid for a BUILD grant and its efforts to improve the
City and the region.
Sincerely,

Tim Ryan
President/CEO
Anaheim Arena Management, LLC
Honda Center

May 12, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE:

Application from the City of Anaheim to the USDOT BUILD Grant Program

Dear Secretary Chao:
On behalf of the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), I would like to
offer this letter of support for the City of Anaheim’s application to the United States
Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grants Program.
The City of Anaheim’s BUILD request will develop conceptual design plans that address
transportation needs on the busy East/West corridor connecting the Anaheim Convention
Center and Anaheim Resort to the Anaheim Regional Transportation Intermodal Center
(ARTIC). ARTIC connects commuters, visitors, and leisure travelers to Los Angeles, San
Diego, and the Inland Empire on Amtrak and Metrolink. In addition to these critical
transportation needs, the project will address future demands that will result from major
private development planned around the Honda Center (home to the Anaheim Ducks)
and Angel Stadium, both located in a high-density mixed-use development area.
I also want to highlight that the entire region is preparing for the 2028 Olympics that will
be hosted in the Los Angeles basin. Specific to this Project, the BUILD planning grant will
allow Anaheim to showcase to the world its modern, efficient, and innovative
infrastructure. The City will host several events during the 2028 Summer Olympic Games,
attracting a global audience to its Olympic event venues and its collection of hotels and
entertainment options. The project will provide visitors with seamless, door-to-door
transit connections to venues and activity centers, highlighting a truly multi-modal
approach.
As a project that is consistent with policies and goals as set forth in the adopted 20202045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS), we
support the City of Anaheim’s efforts and respectfully request that the USDOT give full
and fair consideration to this important project proposal. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Naresh Amatya, Manager of Transportation
Planning, at (213) 236-1885 or by email at amatya@scag.ca.gov.
Sincerely,

Kome Ajise
Executive Director

May 18, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: Anaheim Connects Planning Project Submitted under the 2020 Better Utilizing Investments to
Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant Opportunity
Dear Secretary Chao:
On behalf of the Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA), operator of Metrolink commuter
rail service, I am writing to express my support for the Anaheim Connects Planning Project submitted
by the City of Anaheim under the BUILD grant program.
Under this planning grant, the City will develop conceptual plans that address current transportation
needs on the busy East/West corridor connecting the Anaheim train station (known as ARTIC) with the
Anaheim Convention Center (the largest convention center west of the Mississippi) and the Anaheim
Resort complex. In addition, the project will promote accessibility to economic opportunity in the jobrich corridor and address transit demands from major private development planned around the Honda
Center (home to the Anaheim Ducks Hockey team) and the Angels Major League Baseball Stadium, as
well as a variety of mixed-use developments in the high-density Platinum Triangle Development area.
Our commuter rail service brings Southern California residents and visitors from around the world to
the ARTIC station. Notably, our longest-running special trains are those dedicated enabling fans to
attend Angels games. This project will help plan for increased transit use, support greater access to
jobs, and improve connections and greater use of this already popular station.
For the reasons stated above, we are onboard with this project. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Stephanie N. Wiggins
Chief Executive Officer
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May 7, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re:

City of Anaheim BUID Planning Grant Request

Dear Secretary Chao,
Orange County Business Council (OCBC) is pleased to support the City of Anaheim’s
proposal to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Better Utilizing Investments to
Leverage Development (BUILD) grant program. The proposed planning project will
support Orange County’s business community by providing immediate relief to the
busy East/West Corridor and addresses significant growth in residential and mixeduse development.
OCBC is the leading voice of business in Orange County, working with government
and academia, to enhance the region’s economic development and prosperity.
Providing innovative transit options is critical to the continued growth of our economy.
Businesses in Anaheim and throughout Orange County rely on efficient connections
between employees and their job centers and between consumers and small and
large businesses providing goods and services.
Anaheim is a city of growth. Large-scale private investment and redevelopment is
happening now, and more is in the pipeline. In 2028, the Summer Olympic Games
will arrive in Southern California; the eyes of the world will be on Orange County,
where Anaheim’s renowned Honda Center and Angel Stadium will serve as venues
for sporting events. The BUILD investment in transit will ensure Anaheim’s growth is
sustainable and poised to showcase the nation’s commitment to innovative
transportation solutions.
OCBC encourages the U.S. Department of Transportation to fund this important
project and look forward to working with the City as it develops this plan.
Sincerely,

Rachel Rolnicki
Vice President of Government Affairs
Orange County Business Council

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

May 5, 2020

Dear Secretary Chao:
I am writing on behalf of the California State Coastal Conservancy in support of the City of Anaheim’s
request for a grant through the BUILD program offered by the U.S. Department of Transportation.
In 2014, through Senate Bill 1390, the California State Legislature created the Santa Ana River
Conservancy Program within the Coastal Conservancy. The program addresses the resource and
recreational goals of the Santa Ana River region. We work closely with the region’s counties, cities, other
federal, state, and local agencies, and non-profits to promote and sustain collaboration around
opportunities relating to the Santa Ana River.
The City of Anaheim’s planned project is designed to increase connectivity for residents, reducing
congestion on major corridors and increasing access to multi-modal transportation options. The
Anaheim Connects plan includes both transit and active transportation solutions, including improving
active transportation access to the Santa Ana River. The result will be a multi-modal design that
transforms this area into a Riverwalk connecting seamlessly from the Platinum Triangle – where the
Angel Stadium, ARTIC, and Honda Center are undergoing transformational mixed-use redevelopment –
to the Anaheim Convention Center and Disney Resort.
The vision for the Anaheim Connects plan is to identify multi-modal transportation solutions that will
catalyze economic development, improve safety for motorists and pedestrians/cyclists, provide public
recreation, and enhance the quality of life for residents, employees, disadvantaged communities and
visitors. Investment in Anaheim’s BUILD planning project will ensure growth in the area is sustainable by
increasing active transportation options and will also showcase Anaheim’s commitment to forwardthinking transportation solutions.
We strongly support Anaheim’s effort.
Sincerely,

Sam Schuchat
Executive Officer
1515 Clay Street, 10th Floor
Oakland, California 94612-1401
510•286•1015
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May 8, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: BUILD Planning Grant Request for the City of Anaheim
Dear Secretary Chao:
The California Apartment Association (CAA) is proud to support the City of Anaheim’s plans to
achieve transit-oriented development that will benefit the residents throughout the Southern
California region. CAA is the nation’s largest statewide trade group representing owners,
investors, developers, managers and suppliers of rental homes and apartment communities. We
have over 13,000 members who employ 60,000 industry professionals. CAA fully supports the
City’s application for funding from the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development
(BUILD) grant program, administered by the Department of Transportation.
Approval of the City’s BUILD grant will facilitate design of a high-capacity, multi-modal transit
option that will provide a valuable alternative from the region’s already congested highways. The
Anaheim Regional Transportation Intermodal Center (ARTIC) is centrally located to a multitude
of venues, employment centers, hotel units, and workforce housing units. Nearly 18,000 new
residents can be accommodated with the completion of multifamily units built at Platinum
Triangle, which is well underway. The project will help ensure continued economic growth and
enhanced mobility to meet our region’s transit and active transportation needs.
Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.
Respectfully,

Victor Cao
Vice President of Public Affairs

May 8, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: BUILD Planning Grant Request for the City of Anaheim
Dear Secretary Chao:
I am writing on behalf of the Urban Land Institute (ULI) Orange County/Inland Empire in support of the City
of Anaheim’s grant request for the BUILD program offered by the U.S. Department of Transportation. The
ULI is a non-profit real estate and land use organization supported by over 40,000 public and private sector
members. Our mission is to promote leadership in the responsible use of land and in creating and
sustaining thriving communities worldwide. Our members come together to share best practices and
educate one another on improving the way communities grow.
Anaheim’s planning project will result in conceptual designs for transit and active transportation solutions
that will minimize congestion in a high-density development area. By addressing both East/West transit
options, as well as North/South active transportation connections, the project will define sustainable
infrastructure elements that will support and leverage existing and future development. ULI has been
working with Anaheim and other stakeholders to identify opportunities and constraints for activating the
space along the Santa Ana River, and the proposed project will ensure those efforts are fully integrated into
a cohesive, multi-modal solution for the entire project area.
As a leader in the best practices for a changing world in the land use and real estate industry, we believe
the investment in Anaheim’s BUILD planning project will ensure growth in the area is sustainable and will
showcase Anaheim’s national commitment to forward-thinking active transportation and transit solutions.
The City of Anaheim, the Santa Ana River Conservancy and other public agencies recognize that this
corridor has potential to be a primary connective space uniting the Southern California region.
Thank you for your review of these important plans for supporting Anaheim and the Southern California
region. We look forward to what the BUILD program can bring to Anaheim and are strongly behind this
effort.
Sincerely,

Kendra Chandler
Executive Director
ULI Orange County/Inland Empire

RON MILLER
Executive Secretary

Los Angeles / Orange Counties
Building and Construction
Trades Council
Affiliated with the Building & Construction Trades Dept., AFL-CIO

1626 Beverly Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90026-784
Phone (213) 483-4222
(714) 827-6791
Fax (213) 483-4419

May 8, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: BUILD Planning Grant Request
Dear Secretary Chao:
On behalf of the Los Angeles/Orange Counties (LAOC) Building and Construction Trades Council, I
extend support for the City of Anaheim’s request to the BUILD grant program for their multi-modal
transit plan to mitigate current congestion problems, integrate multi-modal opportunities into the
foundation of massive private-sector developments, and prepare for the 2028 Olympics (several events
are slated for Anaheim venues).
With the assistance of the BUILD planning grant, Anaheim will analyze technologies and develop
conceptual plans that address current transportation needs on the busy East/West corridor connecting the
Anaheim Convention Center (the largest convention center west of the Mississippi) and The Anaheim
Resort (home to Disneyland, California Adventure and thousands of hotel rooms) to the Anaheim
Regional Transportation Intermodal Center (ARTIC), with its direct links to Los Angeles, San Diego, and
the Inland Empire on Amtrak and Metrolink. In addition to these current critical needs, the project will
address transit demands and active transportation connections from major private development planned
around the Honda Center (home to the Anaheim Ducks Hockey team) and the Angels Major League
Baseball Stadium, as well as a variety of mixed-use developments in the high-density Platinum Triangle
Development area.
The Los Angeles/Orange Counties Building and Construction Trades Council represents 48 local unions
and district councils and is committed to creating good jobs and lifelong careers. Our members bring their
skills to private and public-sector projects. Anaheim’s BUILD project will provide the plan for building
new infrastructure that ultimately supports growth and new jobs, both short-term construction jobs and
long-term, living-wage jobs for many of our local unions. As a past example, the north expansion of the
Anaheim Convention Center, completed in 2017, created 1,860 trade jobs.
We are eager to see Anaheim move forward with this project, and I appreciate your consideration of their
application. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or need additional information.
Sincerely,

Ernesto Medrano
Council Representative, Orange County
EM/:ag.opeiu#537/afl-cio

