June 22, 2021
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: City of Anaheim – RAISE Planning Grant Request: Anaheim Connects
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
As the Mayor of Anaheim, I am excited to share our City’s vision for a truly transformational multi-modal
planning project – one that addresses current challenges while also integrating transportation choices
into the design of massive private sector developments. Our City is honored to apply for this opportunity
to partner with the U.S. Department of Transportation through the Rebuilding American Infrastructure
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program.
One of my top priorities is to encourage a thriving business community and economic development
that creates living wage jobs and affordable housing to increase equity for our residents and support
the needs of the business community. I am proud of our contributions to the regional and national
economies. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, more than 20 million people annually visited Anaheim to
conduct business, attend conferences, or vacation. Supporting this economic engine are thousands of
hard-working families, working 24/7 shifts in the hospitality, construction, managerial, tourism, and
business sector, to name a few. Transportation and ease of mobility either propels us forward or
crushes our ability to be innovative. Our proposed project propels us forward!
Anaheim is California’s 10th most populated city and the 54th most populated city in the United
States. We are a diverse, urban community, and one that relies heavily on tourism – to support our
City budget (through lodging and sales taxes) and as the primary employer for our residents. As a
result, our City has faced disproportionate hardship this past year, as the result of pandemic-related
closures and restrictions. Unemployment rose to nearly 20% at the height of the shutdown, and we
anticipate a municipal budget shortfall of approximately $114 million.
Even with these challenges, Anaheim is resilient. We are determined to build back our economy and
our infrastructure in ways that promote sustainability and increase equity. RAISE Planning Grant funds
will help us reach that goal, by supporting development of conceptual design plans to create
innovative transit solutions that are built into the fabric of residential and commercial development.
Something that is not an “after thought” once all high rises and corridors have been built, but an
innovative, seamless, and connecting multi-modal system.
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Our private partners are also committed to investing in Anaheim, with major developments planned
or already underway within the project planning area. Both the Angels Baseball Team and the Honda
Center/Anaheim Ducks recently announced plans for significant development of the 245 acres at the
eastern limit of the project planning area that will include 6,675 housing units (including affordable
housing), nearly 5 million square feet of retail and office space, and 1,503 hotel rooms. And in 2028,
the City of Anaheim will serve as a significant host city for the 2028 Olympic events due to our largescale venues, stadiums, and hotel capacity.
The City of Anaheim is eager to move forward with the RAISE planning project, and I appreciate your
consideration of our application.
Sincerely,

Harry Sidhu
Mayor, City of Anaheim

July 14, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: City of Anaheim- RAISE Planning Grant Request: Anaheim Connects
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I write in support of the City of Anaheim’s application for funding from the
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant
program.
The City of Anaheim requests funds to complete a planning effort designed to spur
and support private investment by identifying multi- modal solutions that connect nearly
50 million employees, residents, and visitors traveling between housing, job centers,
professional sports venues, outdoor recreation, and tourist destinations in Orange County.
The project will address planning, design, and implementation phasing for both active
transportation as well as first/last mile transit solutions.
An exciting element of this proposal is the planning and design of a high-capacity,
transit infrastructure connecting thousands of riders to and from transit options at the
Anaheim Regional Transportation Intermodal Center to major sports, entertainment, and
conference venues like the Disneyland Resort, the Honda Center, Angel Stadium, and the
Anaheim Convention Center, as well as to employment centers, and housing/hotel units
in Anaheim.
Specifically, the City would use these funds to help analyze available
technologies, determine routes and stop locations, conduct community outreach, develop
conceptual designs, and determine overall feasibility for the transit connector.
The project would also incorporate an implementation plan for incorporating active
transportation within the Santa Ana River corridor.

Anaheim continually ranks as having some of the most significant traffic
congestion in the United States, with a population of 352,000 and an average of 25
million visitors annually. Mixed-use developments are being launched near the Honda
Center and Angel Stadium, located in the heart of Anaheim, which will contribute to
traffic in the area. There has never been a better or more timely opportunity for plans to
integrate transit with forthcoming development, while providing for current needs.
Incorporating transit within new developments not only saves time and money but also
will help increase equity and combat climate change by ensuring sustainable, convenient,
and accessible public transit option to connect our residents to major job centers.
Furthermore, the RAISE planning funds will prepare the City, region, and nation
for its role on the world stage when the Los Angeles region hosts the 2028 Summer
Olympic Games. In addition to accommodating visitors at its many entertainment venues
and hotels, Anaheim is slated to host several Olympic events.
The benefits and economic growth offered by the project make it ideal for RAISE
grant funding, especially as the City struggles to recover from the economic shutdown
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. I urge your full and fair consideration of the City of
Anaheim’s application consistent with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations. Please
keep my office informed of the status of this request, and if I can be of further assistance,
please do not hesitate to contact my Los Angeles office at (310) 231-4494.
Respectfully submitted,

ALEX PADILLA
United States Senator

July 1, 2021
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
RE:

SCAG Support for the City of Anaheim’s RAISE Grant Funding
Application

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am writing to express support on behalf of the Southern California Association
of Governments (SCAG) for the city of Anaheim’s Fiscal Year 2021 Rebuilding
American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant
application.
The City of Anaheim’s RAISE planning effort will address transit and active
transportation needs within a project study area (PSA), which includes 5.85
square miles of central Anaheim. This area stretches from the Santa Ana River
(bordering ARTIC and the eastern limit of the Platinum Triangle) to Euclid Street
(just west of the Anaheim Resort) and from Ball Road (north of the Honda
Center) to Orangewood Avenue (south of Angel Stadium). This busy corridor
has direct connections through ARTIC for commuters, visitors, and leisure
travelers to/from Los Angeles, San Diego, and the Inland Empire on Amtrak and
Metrolink. Thus, to address current transportation needs and to prepare for
future demands that will result from major private development planned
around the Honda Center, home to the Anaheim Ducks Hockey team, and Angel
Stadium, the scope of work for the project includes the following:
1. A thorough review of existing studies, data, and plans that include or impact
the PSA;
2. The identification of a wide range of transit alignment alternatives and
technologies within the PSA that can reasonably be expected to address the
mobility problems and needs identified during the community meetings and the
scoping process;
3. Completion of a Preliminary Definition of Alternatives Report, to include
benefit‐cost analyses (BCA) of a reasonable set of corridor‐wide alternatives;
4. Preparation of a Transit Technologies Report, comparing the most
appropriate technologies for the corridor;
5. Ridership estimates for each alternative, as well as other performance
measures identified as part of the project evaluation criteria (including the
definition of design challenges and alternatives that may impact estimates and
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performance, changes in ridership and performance based on shifts in station locations);
6. Completion of corridor maps, alignments, and station locations for the highest‐ranking alternatives
based on established evaluation criteria;
7. Preliminary cost estimates (or ranges, depending on potential design challenges) and financing
options for highest ranking designs; and
8. A Phased Implementation Plan for Active Transportation connections, including recommendations
for active transportation that addresses accessibility, incorporates known developments and
potential transit alternatives, and identifies shovel‐ready projects and priorities for immediate capital
investment.
Ultimately, based on the analysis conducted as part of the study, including extensive public outreach and
stakeholder involvement, the City will select the preferred alternative and complete a final planning
document that will include the preferred transit technology and the preferred route and station locations.
The final report will consist of benefit‐cost analysis, the findings from the phased implementation plan,
and a strategy for the next steps, including identifying overall project timelines and strategies for securing
implementation funding.
I also want to highlight that the entire region is preparing for the 2028 Olympics that will be hosted in the
Los Angeles basin. Specific to this project, the RAISE planning grant will allow Anaheim to showcase its
modern, efficient, and innovative infrastructure to the world. The City will host several events during the
2028 Summer Olympic Games, attracting a global audience to its Olympic event venues and its collection
of hotels and entertainment options. The project will provide visitors with seamless, door‐to‐door transit
connections to venues and activity centers, highlighting a truly multi‐modal approach.
As the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the six‐county region that includes Orange County,
SCAG is responsible for developing the Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) for submittal
to the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). Should this application be approved, SCAG will
amend the City of Anaheim’s project into the Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP).
As a project that is consistent with the policies and goals set forth in Connect SoCal – the 2020‐2045
Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS), we support the City of
Anaheim’s efforts and respectfully request full and fair consideration of their application. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Philip Law, Manager of Mobility Planning, at (213) 236‐
1841 or by email at law@scag.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Kome Ajise
Executive Director
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June 17, 2021
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: Anaheim Connects Planning Project Submitted under the 2021 RAISE Grant Opportunity
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
On behalf of the Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA), operator of Metrolink
commuter rail service, I am writing to express my support for the Anaheim Connects Planning
Project, submitted by the City of Anaheim under the RAISE grant program.
Under this planning grant, the City will develop conceptual plans that address current
transportation needs on the busy East/West corridor connecting the Anaheim train station
(known as ARTIC) with the Anaheim Convention Center (the largest convention center west of
the Mississippi) and the Anaheim Resort complex. In addition, the project will promote
accessibility to economic opportunity in the job-rich corridor and address transit demands from
major private development planned around the Honda Center (home to the Anaheim Ducks
Hockey team) and the Angels Major League Baseball Stadium, as well as a variety of mixed-use
developments in the high-density Platinum Triangle Development area.
Our commuter rail service brings Southern California residents and visitors from around the
world to the ARTIC station. Notably, our longest-running special trains are those dedicated to
enabling fans to attend Angels Major League Baseball games. This project will help plan for
increased transit use, support greater access to jobs, and improve connections and greater use
of this already popular station.
For the reasons stated above, we are pleased to support this project. Thank you for your
consideration.
Sincerely,

Arnold Hackett
Interim Chief Executive Officer

RON MILLER
Executive Secretary

Los Angeles / Orange Counties
Building and Construction
Trades Council
Affiliated with the Building & Construction Trades Dept., AFL-CIO

1626 Beverly Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90026-784
Phone (213) 483-4222
(714) 827-6791
Fax (213) 483-4419

April 8, 2021

Ms. Diana Kotler, Executive Director
Anaheim Transportation Network
2626 E. Katella Avenue
Anaheim, CA 92806
Dear Ms. Kotler:
The Los Angeles/Orange Counties Building & Construction Trades Council are happy to
provide our support for the Anaheim Transportation Network’s effort to increase zero emission
transit in Orange County. Grant funding will allow ATN to integrate battery electric, zeroemission, and multi-modal transit opportunities into public-private developments, including major
endeavors at Angel Stadium and the Honda Center, and in preparation for the 2028 Olympics
(several events are slated for Anaheim venues).
The Los Angeles/Orange Counties Building & Construction Trades Council is a diverse
organization with the mission of creating good union jobs and lifelong careers to more than
100,000 skilled men and women. As an umbrella group representing 48 local unions and district
councils in 14 Trades, we are the second-biggest source of job training in this country, just behind
the US military.
ATN’s effort to increase zero-emission transit solutions ultimately supports growth and
new jobs, both short-term union construction jobs and long-term, living-wage jobs for many of our
members. ATN’s project builds on innovative efforts to expand public transportation and
accessibility options in Anaheim and will move the region closer to its goal of offering a zeroemission transit system. It will also provide training and increase the skill set of our members,
ensuring they remain professionally successful in the rapidly changing transit world.
We strongly support this effort and look forward to our continued partnership. Please feel
free to contact me if you have any questions or need additional information.

Respectfully,

Ernesto Medrano

Council Representative

EM/:ag.opeiu#537/afl-cio

June 29, 2021
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: Support for the City of Anaheim’s RAISE Planning Grant Request: Anaheim Connects
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
ocV!BE Sports & Entertainment supports the City of Anaheim’s efforts to secure funding through the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s RAISE grant program.
Currently under the management of ocV!BE, Honda Center, seating capacity approximately 19,000, has
been home to the National Hockey League team, the Anaheim Ducks, and host of top-name events for
nearly three decades. Honda Center is proud to serve more than 3 million people who call Orange County
home, and our venue is consistently listed in the top ten most lucrative arenas in the United States. Our
organization is planning for the future – presenting design plans for ocV!BE, a 95-acre mixed use campus
with new dining, shopping, entertainment venues surrounding the existing Honda Center.
The proposed planning effort led by the City of Anaheim, known as Anaheim Connects, will provide much
needed transit and active transportation solutions for the Platinum Triangle. The plan addresses current
and future transit needs for our employees and guests, including those traveling from the Honda Center
and the Anaheim Regional Transportation Intermodal Center (ARTIC) to the Anaheim Convention Center
and The Anaheim Resort. It will also provide the infrastructure needed to support future development
growth, including ocV!BE. We anticipate that this development will create more an 10,000 construction
jobs, more than 3,000 permanent jobs, and approximately 200 affordable housing units.
The project will help reduce congestion near Honda Center as well as provide transportation options for
guests who attend hockey games, concerts, and other events. The Project will also provide multi-modal
transit solutions during the 2028 Summer Olympic games. Honda Center is honored to have been
selected as the host for indoor Olympic volleyball events.
Anaheim’s RAISE project will provide the plan for building new infrastructure that ultimately supports
additional growth and new jobs, both short-term construction jobs and long-term permanent jobs, as well
as reduces congestion in and around the City of Anaheim.
Thank you for your review and consideration of Anaheim’s bid for a RAISE grant and its efforts to improve
the City and the region.
Sincerely,

Tim Ryan
CEO
ocV!BE Sports & Entertainment

2 Park Plaza, Suite 100 | Irvine, CA 92614 | P 949.476.2242 | F 949.476.0443 | www.ocbc.org

June 18, 2021
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE:

Support for City of Anaheim RAISE Planning Grant Proposal

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
Orange County Business Council (OCBC), the leading voice of business in Orange County,
is pleased to support Anaheim’s proposal for a Rebuilding American Infrastructure
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant.
OCBC is dedicated to supporting regional mobility solutions to ensure the smooth flow of
people, goods and services within Orange County. OCBC also recognizes that innovative
transit options are critical to the continued growth of Orange County’s economy. The
RAISE grant will support Orange County’s vibrant and diverse business community by
helping to fund the planning needed to provide immediate relief to one of the region’s
busiest East/West corridors. This area has and will continue to see substantial residential
and mixed-use growth.
In 2028, the Summer Olympic Games will arrive in Southern California. This includes the
City of Anaheim hosting the Men’s and Women’s Indoor Volleyball Competition at the
Honda Center, which is also located in this corridor. The RAISE investment in this area will
showcase the nation’s commitment to innovative and effective transportation solutions.
OCBC encourages the U.S. Department of Transportation to fund this important project and
looks forward to working with the City as it develops this plan. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to reach out to me at (949) 794-7215 or by email at jward@ocbc.org.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Jennifer Ward
Senior Vice President of Advocacy and Government Affairs

THE LEADING VOICE OF BUSINESS IN ORANGE COUNTY
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June 22, 2021
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: City of Anaheim – RAISE Planning Grant Request: Anaheim Connects
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Visit Anaheim is pleased to support the City of Anaheim’s proposal to the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program.
The proposed planning project will provide immediate relief to our busy East/West Corridor and will position
Anaheim as a leader in multi-modal transit solutions as the City prepares for significant growth in residential
and mixed-use development.
Visit Anaheim’s mission is to develop, market and sell Anaheim to benefit the economic vitality of our
neighborhoods. Prior to the pandemic shutdown, the greater Anaheim area welcomed nearly 25 million
visitors each year. We expect that number to continue to grow as we emerge from the COVID 19 crisis.
Providing innovative transit options further stimulates our local economy by connecting employees to their
job centers and residents and visitors to the diverse hospitality and entertainment venues in the region.
As host to volleyball and other events/activities related to the 2028 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles,
Anaheim is in a unique position to showcase the Federal government’s investment in innovative transit
solutions. Providing a high-capacity, fixed-route, efficient system connecting arriving Metrolink and Amtrak
riders (athletes and visitors) to major destinations and venues is a critical part of the transit solution, not just
for the Olympics but for other private investment underway.
The timing for this proposed project is ideal. Private investment and redevelopment is happening now, and
more is on its way. The eyes of the world will be on Anaheim in 2028. Now is the time to make this
investment in transit to ensure growth is sustainable and to showcase our national commitment to forwardthinking transportation solutions.
We strongly support this planning effort and encourage the U.S. Department of Transportation to fund this
important planning project.
Sincerely,

Jay Burress
President & CEO
Visit Anaheim

visitanaheim.org
visitanaheim.org

